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Khomeini ‘wanted to kill Rushdie’ 

^NICOSDVJR) — Ay aipflah RuboOah Khomeini wanted to kffl British 
^BHth^^ato^ Rushdie personally imt was prevented by old age, according 

’ISUSl power Jo- owe ! wodd set out personaBy and kill Sn? the ' 
.magazine quoted the Iranian spiritual leader as saying when fkst told of the 
cm^rfRnsh^s book "Sitanie Verses - 

dCT ®’“*« ™ *** holy dtp or Qom. Khomeini, 86, ordered Mostinisiii 

- ■ r *”**j*J° **** 001 ™ Rushdie and his poMlsbers for blasphemy 

C SS?hi!^ ? ^w R, * Sb<Ile ’ bo ™ in *° a Muslim family in IndKS 

• I?”. Iddfa^. under police protection since the death threat. The threat, 
g^med by We^ni cocnbles, kd to Iran anting diptomatk ties with 
“™*& T *?f- En^dHhinguage Tehran Times dad? on Tuesday 

F ‘ M T i e n htiaistor AU Mohammad Besharali Z 

- Saying the possibility of reauning t)es was remote. 
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Mubarak, Fahd discuss summit 

CAIRO (R1 — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak discussed plans for an 
Arab summit with King Fahd of Saudi Arabia in a telephone call Tuesday, 
Cbe Middle East News Agency (MEN AI reported. The agency gaw on other 
details but said the two leaders also discussed the Palestinian issue and 
Lebanon. The Saudi monarch said his first visit to Egypt in March. King 
Hassan of Morocco has sent envoys to Arab capitals with invitations for a 
summit expected to be held hi Casablanca in late May dr early June. Arab 
leaders appear dose to calling a summit meeting in Morocco which would 
stress Palestinian moderation and welcome Egypt back to the fold, 
reporters from Rabat said. The heads of state would also discuss Lebanon’s 
intractable 14-year-old civil war in the light of success or failure for a 
ceasefire called by Arab League foreign ministers last week. Arab 
diplomatic so>irces say that Libya’s Muanunar Qadhafi. perennially at 
odds with Egypt, is the only leader who has not yel agreed to atlend. 
Palestinian leaders say they are.trying to win him over. 
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Jordan marks anniversary of 
King’s assumption of powers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
Tuesday marked the 36th 
anniversary of His Majesty 
King Hussein’s assumption of 
Jiis constitutional powers. 

Since assuming his duties in 
1953, King Hussein has been 
devoting his time and effort to 
serving his country and the 
Arab Nation, and his relentless 
endeavours have been rewarded 
with development and progress 
in Jordan. 

Under Lhe leadership of King 
Hussein, Jordan has won world¬ 
wide respect and now enjoys stabil¬ 
ity and security which contri¬ 
bute to the Kingdom's progress 
and development. 


On the eve of the 
anniversary, the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, issued a state¬ 
ment referring- to the King’s 
letter of designation to the new 
government of Prime Minister 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker. The 
letter, it said, represents a new 
determination to maintain the 
process of construction and to 
go ahead with plans to consoli¬ 
date pan-Arab solidarity. 

The 1987 summit in Amman 
paved the way for the birth of 
inter-Arab cooperation at all 
levels and the creation of the 
Arab Cooperation Council 
( ACC) in Baghdad last Febru¬ 
ary, it noted. 


The creation of the ACC, 
Petra said, constitutes another 
step towards the fulfilment of 
the Arab Nation’s aspirations. 

King Hussein Tuesday re¬ 
ceived cables of good wishes 
from Prime Minister Sharif 
Zaid. Cabinet members, senior 
government officials and direc- 
. tors of public organisations in 
Jordan. The cables expressed 
. the Jordanian people's suppon 
for King Hussein and his re¬ 
lentless endeavours to serve his 
nation, and reaffirmed confi¬ 
dence in the King’s leadership 
that would enable the country 
to overcome the present econo¬ 
mic situation. 



HM King Hussein 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 

King performs pilgrimage 


By Rania Atalla 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein Tuesday be¬ 
gan a visit to Saudi Arabia and performed 
the Umra pilgrimage. 


Amman, Moscow to boost contacts 
to help Middle East peace efforts 


By Rania Atalla 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and the 
Soviet Union have agreed to step 
up the level of bilateral contacts 
■to strengthen the overall effort to 
end the Arab-lsraeli conflict and 
find a peaceful settlement in The 
Middle East. Soviet Deputy 
Foreign Minister Yanadi Tarasov 
said Tuesday. 

- “It appeals (from discussions 
with Jordanian officials) that Jor¬ 
dan and the Soviet Union have a 


common stand on the peace pro¬ 
cess.” Tarasov said at a press 
conference held at Queen Alia 
International Airport shortly be¬ 
fore his departure from. Amman. 
“Our views are similar... con¬ 
gruent. and we have agreed on 
the necessity to continue the on¬ 
going talks and consultations be¬ 
tween the two countries.” he 
added. 

Tarasov’s visit comes in the 
context of stepped up Soviet- 
Jordanian contacts aimed at set¬ 
tling the Middle East conflict. 


Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze visited Amman 
February with what was seen as a 
new Soviet diplomatic push for . 
peace in the region. Soviet Fore¬ 
ign Ministry spokesman Gennadi 
.Garasimov paid a several-day 
visit to Jordan last week during 
which he held talks with senior 
Jordanian officials on wavs of 
improving Jordanian-Soviet rela¬ 
tions. 

Tarasov said the discussed with 
Jordanian officials the latest con¬ 
tacts that Moscow and Amman 


had been’ making in preparations 
for the convening of an interna¬ 
tional peace conference on the 
Middle East. 

During his several-day visit to 
Jordan. Tarasov was received by 
His Majesty King Hussein, Prime. 
Minister Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker 
and Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Marwan A1 
Qasem. 

Both Jordan and the Soviet' 
Union: Tarasov said, agree that 

‘(Continued-on page 2)' 


The King was also expected to 
hold talks with King Fahd Ibn 
Abdul Aziz on bilateral relations 
and the situation in Jordan in the 
wake of the recent disturbances 
in the Kingdom sparked by eco¬ 
nomic austerity measures. 

King Hussein's talks with the 
Saudi leaders are also expected to 
cover the latest developments in 
the Middle East and efforts for 
peace in the region as Well as the 
outcome of his recent visits to 
France and the United States. 

A senior Jordanian govern¬ 
ment official quoted by AP said 
King Hussein would brief the 
Saudi monarch on the situation in 
Jordan following, the mid-April 
ripts in some paris of the 
Kingdoip. » * 

. King Hussein's visit to Saudi 
Arabia comes amid reports that 
Guff Cooperation Council (GCC) 


countries were discussing addi¬ 
tional aid to the Kingdom. 

The King has said that the 
failure of some Arab states to 
fulfil their financial commitment 
to Jordan under the 1978 Bagh¬ 
dad Arab summit resolutions was 
behind the economic problems 
that Jordah faces today. 

Saudi Arabia is the only Arab 
country to have met its commit¬ 
ment of paying approximately 
$357 million to Jordan every year 
for the past 10 years. Under the 
Baghdad summit resolutions. Jor¬ 
dan w& to receive ■ an' annual 
Arab aid of $1.25 billion for 10 
years. 

•Accompanying King Hussein 
on his trip to Saudi Arabia are 
Their Royal Highnesses Prince' 
Abdullah and Prince Faisal, 
Prime Minister Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker. Roval Court Chief Thou- 


qan A1 Hindawi, King Hussein's 
Political Advisor Adnan Abu 
Odeh. Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra'd Ibn Zaid. and a number of 
diplomats and senior officials. 

The King's visit to Mecca to 
perform the pilgrimage falls on 
the eve of Lettat Al Kadr, the day 
in the Holy Month of Ramadan 
when the Holy Koran was re‘- 
vealed to the Prophet 
Mohammad. 

The King's trip to Saudi Arabia 
follows a visit to Jordan by the 
Kuwaiti prime minister and 
crown prince. Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah Al Sabah Monday. 

The King briefed Sheikh Saad 
on the circumstances surrounding 
the unrest that hit the Kingdom 
recently. The. Jordan News Agen¬ 
cy. Petra, said Sheikh Saad had 
conveyed to the King the greet¬ 
ings of the emir of Kuwait. 
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah. 
Sheikh Saad reiterated bis coun¬ 
try's full suppon for Jordan, 
saying Jordan’s security and sta¬ 
bility was part of Kuwait's secur- ■ 
ity and stability. 

Attending the King’s meeting 
with Sheikh Saad were His Roval 


Arafat declares PLO 
charter null and void 


Israelis use Arab boy as human shield 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops pat¬ 
rolling the occupied West Bank ■ 
Tuesday forced a young Palesti¬ 
nian to sit on the front of their 
jeep, apparently, as a human 
shield to deter stone-throwing 
Palestinian demonstrators. • 

Elsewhere in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip 10 Palestinians 
were injured in clashes with 
..troops, among them a seven- 
year-old girl critically injured in 
The head and a 90-year-old man 
shot in 4 the face with a rubber 
bullet. 

The human-shield incident in 
Ramallah, filmed by the televi¬ 
sion agency Visnews, showed a 
■ jeep with three soldiers in full riot 
'■gear shoot rubber bullets towards 
stone-throwers in the town 
centre. 


The film showed the troops 
driving through Ramallah with a 
frightened-looking Palestinian 
teenager sitting on the jeep’s 
bonnet. 

Reporters monitoring army 
radios in the area told Reuters 
they heard a soldier say: “It’s 
okay now, we have a kid on the 
front of the jeep, we won’t get 
stoned.” 

Palestinians have in the past 
accused Israel of using children as 
. shields against stone-throwers. 

* In the Gaza Strip, troops 
clashed with stone-throwing pro¬ 
testers throughout the territory 
and shot and wounded four peo¬ 
ple, among them the seven-year- 
old girl, hospital sources .said. 

The sources said 12 Palesti¬ 
nians — including two seven- 
year-old children in Beit Hanoun 


— were treated after troops beat 
them with clubs and rifle butts. 

During a clash in Nablus in the 
West Bank, troops shot and 
wounded five Palestinians, hos¬ 
pital officials there reported. 

Meanwhile in Jerusalem, some 
3,000 police braced for Leilat El 
Kadr. rhe Muslim nigbr of 
prayers marking the reception of 
the Holy Koran by the Prophet 
. Mohammad. The main prayer 
takes place at the Al Aqsa Mos¬ 
que compound in Jerusalem's 
Old City. 

Police imposed severe restric¬ 
tions on worshippers, and officers 
'at the entrances to Jerusalem 
turned back young Palestinians 
from the occupied territories. 

Israel Radio said only 10.000 
worshippers were expected to 
attend prayers at Al Aqsa. com¬ 


pared with up to 5U.OOO in pre¬ 
vious years. 

The underground leadership of 
the Islamic resistance movement 
known as Hamas said Tuesday 
that a holy war was the only way 
to combat Israel’s occupation of 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip., 

“While the Arab leadership is 
moving towards peaceful solu¬ 
tions. the enemy’s leadership is 
rejecting publicly ail talks and 
increases its repression... the only 
effective means against the 
occupation is Jihad (holy war). ’ 
it said. 

Hamas, in its statement num¬ 
ber 41, sent to Reuters in Nicosia, 
also called for three general 
strikes this month in the occupied 
territories. 


PARIS (R) ^‘Palestinian leader 
' Yasser Arafat ’Tuesday said the 
1964. charter of the Palestine .Li¬ 
beration Organisation (PLO) was' 
null, and void:. 

Arafat made the statement af- 
t'er talks with President Francois 
Mitterrand, who pressed him to 
dear up contradictions between 
the charter and the PLO’s deci¬ 
sion six months ago to recognise 
Israel’s right to exist. 

“I was elected on a political 
programme founded on the basis 
of two states.” Arafat told French 
Television. “As for the charter, 1 
believe there's an expression in 
French ‘e’est caduque' (null and 
void).” Arafat said. 

French commentators s3id it 
■ was the first time the PLO chair¬ 
man had publicly declared his 
movement’s founding Charter 1 in¬ 
valid. 

But they added it was only a 
first step towards removing ling¬ 
ering doubts about the PLO’s 
intentions.- and sceptics would 
wait to see if Arafat sough! full 
endorsement of the move by the 
Palestine National Council. 


Arafat was-speaking on the 
first day of his official visit to 
France, his highest-level trip to 
the west. 

Following a 9u-minute meeting 
with the French leader, an official 
statement said: “Mr. Mitterrand 
noted that the continued exist¬ 
ence of the PLO Charter adopted 
in 1964 was contradictory in im¬ 
portant respects to the political 
programme adopted'on Nov. 15. 

“It would be appropriate, in his 
vi,ew, to make things crystal- 
dear.” the presidential statement 
said. 

Questioned a second time ab¬ 
out the charter by a Jewish writer 
.taking part in the interview, Ara¬ 
fat repeated his answer: “.As / 
said, the charter, as you say in 
French, has become null and 
void.” 

PLO spokesmen in the past 
have tackled the contradiction by 
saying the declarations of Nov. 
15, which Arafat confirmed in 
Geneva last December, were 
adopted as official policy and 
required no further elaboration. 


. Arafat again rejected Israel’s 
. plan for elections in the occupied 
* territories on the terms proposed 
by Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir. 

: "Is it possible to have elections 

under the supervision of an 
occupying army?” he a.,ked rhe¬ 
torically. 

“If the election were part of the 
process from A to Z. we can 
discuss it. But if it is simply a 
device to give Mr. Shamir more 
lime to commit more crimes 
against our people... then I leave 
the world'to judge.” 

The PLO leader said he shared 
'.the grief of the Jewish people on 
their annual day of remembrance 
for the Nazi holocaust. 

“I am against all those crimes. 
But 1 recall that the holocaust was 
not our doing. There is a daily 
holocaust against w women and 
our children in Gaza, the West 
Bank, in Jerusalem.” 

Thousands joined separate 
pro-Israeli and pro-Palestinian 
demonstrations in the French 
capital to mark the first day of the 
visit. 


Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
and Prime Minister Sharif Zaid. 
On the Kuwaiti side the audience 
was attended by Justice .Minister 
Dari Abdullah Al Uthman. De¬ 
puty Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Majid Al Sbahin,. the 
chief of.the emir court and rhe 
Kuwaiti ambassador to Jordan. 
The King also held a closed meet¬ 
ing with Sheikh Saad .* 

In an arrival statement. Sheikh 
Saad expressed happiness at visit¬ 
ing Jordan, saying that his visit 
embodies the strong brotherly 
relations between Jordan, and' 
Kuwait. He added that the 
Kuwaiti people appreciates Jor¬ 
dan's true stands and its unique 
role in serving pan-Arab causes. 
He said the Kuwaiti people had 
followed up with concern the 
recent events'which took place in 
some parts of Jordan, “and I 
found it incumbent on me to 
come to Jordan to express the 
brotherly relations and the dis- 
tinguised ties between Jordan and 
Kuwait and to voice Kuwait's full’ 
support for Jordan, which has 
always stood by ail Arab 
brothers." 


Regent 

hosts 

iftar 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has¬ 
san. the Regent* Tuesday 
hosted an iftar banquet at AI 
Hussein Bin Ali Officers Club 
in honour of non-commissioned 
officers from the Armed Forces, 
and the Public Security and 
Civil Defence departments. 
Prince Hassan and the guests 
performed Al Maghreb prayer 
together. 


arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — 
Mahmoud Abbas, a member 
of the Executive Committee in 
the Palestine Liberation Orga¬ 
nisation (PLO) arrived Tues¬ 
day in Amman for a several- 
day visit during which he will 
meet with high-ranking offi¬ 
cials' to exchange views and 
talks on a number of issues. 
particularly the Palestinian 
question. 


Mauritanian- Senegalese 
airlift continues non-stop 


'NOUAKCHOTT (Agencies) — 
Troops .fired rounds of tear-gas 
‘^Tuesday to disperse crowds of 
.Mauritanians trying to learn the 
fate of their countrymen fleeing 
rethnic riots in neighbouring 
■Senegal, .eyewitnesses said. 

: Groups of anxious relatives 
who had gathered outside the 
^capital’s football stadium, where 
thousands of refugees have been 
lodged temporarily, had ignored 
warnings from the army and re¬ 
fused to disperse, the eyewitnes- 
■se$, quoted by Reuters said. 

• “Order must be maintained 
whatever lhe price,” said a gov¬ 
ernment spokesman, adding that 
reabsorbing about 300,000 


Mauritanians working in Senegal 
would be a major problem. 

Meanwhile, thousands more 
frightened Senegalese waited at 
Nouakchott airport to be flown 
home in an interoationai airlift 
spearheaded by France, Morocco 
and Spain. 

Small children clutching their 
coys waited among the tong lines 
for a place on the non-stop shut¬ 
tle service between the two coun¬ 
tries. and babies' screams pierced 
the air. 

Clothes and other personal 
items lay in ceiling-high piles in 
the departure lounge. Witnesses 
said the fleeing refugees were 
allowed to take only the clothes 


they were wearing. 

Informed sources told Reuters 
some 10,000 Senegalese had now 
left Mauritania, but many more 
were arriving in Nouakchott from 
the city of Nouadhibou. the main 
commercial centre. 

Unconfirmed reports say as 
many as 400 Senegalese died last 
week in racial violence sparked 
by a minor border dispute. 

Revenge attacks followed in 
the Senegalese capital Dakar, 
where groups of youths rampaged 
and looted, killing at least 56 
Mauritanians. 

States of emergency and cur¬ 
fews were in effect in both Dakar 
and Nouakchott 



Shelling duels 
shake Beirut 


A Senegalese soldier searches through the hair or a Mauritanian woman before being taken from 
the fair trade centre outside Dakar 


World leaders plan summit on *silent emergency 9 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN .— Leaders of at 
least 40 countries have rallied 
behind - a call for an internation¬ 
al summit to discuss the “silent 
emergency” of the plight of 
children — 40,000 of them 
dying every day from easily 
preventable diseases despite 
■ great medical advances. 

TTie .United Nations Chil¬ 
drens Fund-(UNICEF), the in¬ 
itiator of the proposal for world 
leaders to meet and adopt ac¬ 
tion'to -address the .worsening 
situation; hopes that the sum¬ 
mit- be convened in the 
next nihe months 'to coincide 
with -The 5 *! culmination ■ of. the 


'“universal immunisation by- 


1990,’* UNICEF Regional 
Director Richard Reid said 
Tuesday. 

UNICEF’s considerations 
behind its proposal are as much 
humanitarian as economic, 
Reid said, pointing out that 
economic hardships had re¬ 
sulted in many countries back¬ 
tracking on their process of 
child care and protection. 

“The plight of these children 
is already handicapping the fu¬ 
tures and economies of many 
developing countries because 
so few of their kids, have a 
Chance' to grow up with any¬ 
thing near their physical or 
intellectual potential, thus .con¬ 
demning many developing 
countries if it continues to per-’ 
petuate a cyde of poverty,” 
Reid said in an interview with 


the Jordan Times. 

Reid pointed out that most 
of the developing countries do 
not have the mineral resources 
that the developing countries 
do’ so they must concentrate 
on developing their human re¬ 
sources like Japan and other 
North-East Asian countries, 
“For all the children that die, 
there is an equal number that 
survives but. come out re¬ 
tarded, ‘the polish, the edge’ 
taken .off their potential,”-he 
said.. “If these problems cpn,- 
tinue in the developing coun¬ 
tries, this will destabilise the' 
global economy.’’ he added, 
pointing out that countries are 
so interdependent dial “this is 
not a problem that can be . 
tackled nationally: it'has to be 
tackled internationally.’“ 


Reid underpinned the irony 
inherent * in the “silent 
emergency" faring children to¬ 
day. It indeed is one of the 
arguments raised by UN/CEF 
since its inception. “The death 
daily of 40.000 children do not 
hit the headlines like (last 
year's devastating earthquakes 
in) Soviet Armenia.” Reid 
said. In the same vein, a plane 
crash or some or the other 
disaster automatically assumes - 
high priority for .the interna- 
’ tional news media, nbtwitb- 
stan'ding' the fact, that the mas¬ 
sive death of ^children in ; the 
world is comprobable with any 
disaster involving loss of Hfc. 
"We feel that this should be 
.ethieaily unacceptable, jusf as 
ethically unacceptable as rac¬ 
ism ."slavery. and the despoils-' 


tion of the environment,” 
emphasised the UNICEF 're¬ 
gional director for the Middle 
East and North Africa. 

The agenda of the proposed 
international summit will be a 
broad one focusing on im¬ 
munisation, early childhood 
stimulation, basic education, 
fortified nutrition for mothers 
and children, water and sanita- ■ 
tion. 

• Reid' noted* that - in-.some 
parts. oT .the world; children’s 
condition. Has "worsene'd over 
die past.ten’years. ‘-All of the 
basic indicators not justice*- 
nomic ones but. social indica¬ 
tors.— of childrens' health and 
education, are -not nearly as 
good now’as" they were-even, in ; 
: the “1960s;” he said; 

“The number of (school-age) 


children who ’should be in 
school is declining steadily; the 
number of babies who are bom 
underweight is increasing, the 
number of families whose real 
income is declining is on the 
rise, especially in Latin Amer¬ 
ica, Africa and the Carribean.” 
' Reid said. “There are many 
many indicators that show that 
we are in a sharp critical 
emergency phase in the world, 
. and something needs to be 
done to.catch this before it 
. Becomes- self-perpetuating.” 

■To immunise a child for ail 
the preventable diseases, it 
costs less than S3 per child. 
This figure. Reid said, wilt not 
•be a burden to any.countty, 
given’ the international assist¬ 
ance available. “To immunise 
(Continued on page 2) 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Artillery 
battles raged southeast of Beirut 
Tuesday, doing fresh, damage to 
attempts to solve Lebanon's crisis 
through Arab diplomacy. 

Security sources said troops 
loyal to military commander 
Michel Aoun traded artillery, 
rocket and mortar barrages with 
Syrian forces and their Lebanese 
militia alfies across the mountain 
ridge of Souq Al Ghareb. 

Hours earlier Aoun expressed 
willingness to give diplomacy a 
chance but said that unless it led 
to the withdrawal of Syria’s* 
40.000 troops, war would con¬ 
tinue. 

In Kuwait, the head of an Arab 
League committee trying - to 
achieve a Lebanese settlement 
said a plan to deploy Arab cease¬ 
fire observers could be im¬ 
plemented only if the guns fell 
silent. 

“We are not prepared to sacri¬ 
fice any Arab under shelling and 
the exchange of gunfire.” 
Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah said. 

The league called for a cease¬ 
fire from noon last Friday but 
sporadic fighting has continued, 
albeit with less intensity than the 
artillery duels of March and 
April. 

The “Voice of Lebanon” radio 
station .said shells crashed into the 
Yarzeh and Baabda suburbs of 
Beirut Tuesday. 

-Militia sources said scores of 
shells slammed into villages in hills 
overlopking Beirut. The thud of 
the artillery battles was heard in 
the capital. 

Two Arah League mediators 
entrusted with arranging a cease¬ 
fire in Lebanon will head for 
Beirut Wednesday, one of them 


said Tuesday. 

Kuwait's ambassador to Syria. 
Ahmad Abdul Ariz Al Jassem. 
also told Reuters that he and 
Lakhdar lbrahami. representa¬ 
tive of Arab League Secretary- 
General C'hadli Klibi. had started 
contacts to prepare for their mis¬ 
sion. 

lbrahami arrived in Damascus 
Monday and the two men will 
travel to Bcirui Wednesday, he 
said. 

The two mediators are due to 
arrange the deployment of an 
Arah'ceasefire monitoring team. 
They will also try to implement 
the Arab League decision to end 
hiockades of all ports and airports 
and to reopen crossing points in 
divided Beirut. 

Aoun said-earlier Tuesday he 
would consider lifting a blockade 
of ports run by militias in a move 
that could halt the fighting. 

Aoun made the offer during, a 
news conference at the presiden¬ 
tial palace in east Beirut's Baabdn 
suburb as the shelling duels con¬ 
tinued. ” • 

Police said two people were 
killed and eight wounded, raising 
the overall casualty toll to 27S 
people killed and 1.010 wounded 
since the current fighting erupted 
March 8. 

Queried on the blockade of the 
three ports by militias south of 
Beirut, Aoun said it “could be 
suspended... all this awaits the 
talks tomorrow" with rhe Arab 
League envoys due to arrive from 
Syria. 

In Damascus, diplomatic 
sources said, the Syrian govern¬ 
ment told the Arab League repre-. 
sentatives that the fighting would 
persist until Aoun lifted the port 
blockades. 
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Maksoud assails 
U.S threat to WHO 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The Arab League's U.S. repre¬ 
sentative has denounced Secret¬ 
ary of State James Baker's threat 
to seek an end to U.S. payments 
to the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) if it admits the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
as a full member. 

"The threat ‘to make no furth¬ 
er contributions, voluntary or 
assessed' might be the language 
of a big power, but not the 
parlance of a great power." the 
Arab League" official, Clovis 
Maksoud. said in a statement. 

He said inclusion of the PLO in 
WHO would allow Palestinians to 
benefit from the international 
agency and contribute to WHO’s 
universality. 

. Baker said earlier that such 
PLO admission would politicise 
the WHO and hurt the Middle 
East peace process. He said he 
would recommend an end to U.S. 
contributions to WHO or any 
other U.N. agency that made the 
PLO a full member. 

A vote on the PLO application 
for WHO membership is ex¬ 
pected next week. 

U.S. officials worry that 
WHO’s approval would be tacit 
recognition of the PLO's declara¬ 
tion of a Palestinian state and 
would hurt U.S. efforts to revive 
Arab-Israeli peace talks. 

*‘We have worked and will 
continue to work to convince 
others of the harm that the PLO's 
admission would cause to the 


Middle East peace process and to 
the U.N.-system,” Baker said. 

But Maksoud stated: "Saying 
that the PLO admission to WHO 
would cause damage to the Mid¬ 
dle East peace process is truly 
beyond comprehension. It is 
making, perhaps unwittingly, the 
peace process hostage to the most 
intransigent of Israeli policies.”" 

State Department spokes¬ 
woman Margaret Tutwiler said 
the annual U.S. contribution is 25 
per cent of WHO’s budget, or 
$73.S million. All of that is paid 
in the agency's fourth quarter, 
meaning all of this year's U.S. aid 
would be in jeopardy. 

The head of the WHO. 
Japanese physician Hiroshi Naka- 
jima. was reported to be flying to 
Washington Monday to try to 
head off a confrontation with the 
United States. 

Senior U.S. official said Baker 
went public with the threat only 
after private consultations, in¬ 
cluding a meeting last week with 
an Arab League delegation, 
failed to resolve the situation. 

Tutwiler said Nakajima would 
not meet Baker but might meet 
Tuesday with another U.S. offi¬ 
cial, whom she did not identify. 

There was speculation Naka¬ 
jima would cancel any meeting 
after Baker went public with his 
threat to cut aid. 

In an interview with the New 
York Times from Geneva. Naka¬ 
jima said he tried in vain to 
persuade PLO Chairman Yasser 



TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir has 
appointed a team to work out 
details of his Palestinian elections 
proposal, and one issue on its 
agenda is active U.S. involve¬ 
ment in supervising the balloting, 
a spokesman said Tuesday. 

Seeking to quell the ift-month 
Palestinian uprising. Shamir has 
proposed elections in the occu¬ 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
and talks with elected Palesti¬ 
nians on limited autonomy. 

On Tuesday. Shamir spokes¬ 
man Yossi Ahimeir said the pre¬ 
mier has appointed a team to 
work out a blueprint for elec¬ 
tions. Similar teams have been set 
at the foreign and defence minis¬ 
tries. officials said. 

He said the team is headed by 
top Shamir aide Yossi Ben-Ahar¬ 
on and includes cabinet secretary 
Elyakim Rubinstein, former 
military government head in the 
occupied lands Menachem Mil- 
son. adviser Yigul Karmon and 
two officials who participated in 
talks on Palestinian autonomy 
with Egypt in 197 */-1 US I. Those 
negotiations collapsed 

Ahimeir said detailed "recom¬ 
mendations on the advantages 


and disadvantages" of various 
tactics would be brought to a 
ministerial committee, which 
would submit a final plan for a 
cabinet approval. 

The daily Jerusalem Post re¬ 
ported the" guidelines were ex¬ 
pected to recommend balloting to 
chose political representatives, 
rather than municipal elections. 
But Ahimeir said the direction 
has not been decided yet. 

He said, however, "that one 
idea under discussion was some 
form of active American parti¬ 
cipation in supervising the elec¬ 
tions. Palestinians have ruled out 
elections under occupation, de¬ 
manding an international supervi¬ 
sion and Israeli withdrawal. 

"I think that U.S. participation 
and help can be considered." 
Ahimeir said in an interview. 
"We are always ready to be 
assisted by the United States 
which is genuinely interested in 
achieving peace in the area and 
enjoys the trust of both sides.” 

Israeli news reports said the 
blueprint would be presented to 
U.S. officials hy Defence Minis¬ 
ter Yitzhak Rubin who is due to 
visit Washington in three weeks. 

But a foreign ministry official 


World leaders plan summit 


Continued from page 1 
all the children of the world, it 
would cost less than one high- 
performance fighter homber, 
less than the one month paper- 
und-pencil budget of some so- 
called defence ministries of the 
world. So this is not an econo¬ 
mic burden on the developing 
countries: It is a high-yield in¬ 
vestment," he stressed. 

Reid said the idea of an 
international summit on the 
issue has been "cooking" lor 
approximately six months. 
Many heads of state and gov¬ 
ernments have already signed 
on to the idea. The list includes 
Prime Minister Inguar Curisson 
of Sweden. President Robert 
Mugabe of Zimbabwe and 
President Suharto of Indone¬ 
sia. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan has also indi¬ 
cated interest in the world sum¬ 
mit and called the meeting in¬ 
evitable. according to Reid. 


According to Reid. UNICEF 
does not hope to bring together 
all the leaders of the 154 mem¬ 
bers of the U.N. General 
Assembly to the proposed sum¬ 
mit. Rather, it prefers to have 
40 to 50 heads of state repre¬ 
senting the diverse geographic, 
demographic, economic and 
political backgrounds of va¬ 
rious countries, bound together 
for a common cause. 

In its campaigan to protect 
the world’s children, UNICEF 
has "reached the unreachable” 
in many parts of the world and 
the direct involvement of the 
head of state in the national 
effort has always produced 
higher than expected results in 
the respective countries. Reid 
said. That is precisely the 
reason behind UNICEF's 
accelerated moves to convene 
the "world summit" with the 
hope that its experience with 
individual countries could be 
repeated in a collective sense. 


said experts are not expected "to 
devise any proposals in such a 
short time, and suggested that 
Rabin may bring recommenda¬ 
tions of the defence ministry team 
only. 

Sharon call 

Israel must crush the Palesti¬ 
nian uprising before holding polls 
in the occupied temtones so as to 
avoid the election of "terrorists.” 
hawkish Trade Minister Ariel 
Sharon said Monday. 

"Elections in the territories 
that will select those leading the 
violence and terror will only give 
them legitimacy, not only with us 
but also with the world,” Sharon 
told army radio. 

"The first thing that must be 
done is to restore the quiet and 
security of Israel, not only to 
protect Jewish lives, which in my 
eyes has the greatest value, but 
also to advance the political pro¬ 
cess." he said. 

Sharon. 61, a former defence 
minister who led Israel's invasion 
of Lebanon in 1982, declined to 
criticise Shamir for proposing the 
polls. 


Mahdt pledges 
positive response 
to SPLA truce 


Clovis Maksoud 

Arafat to withdraw the mem¬ 
bership application. 

He told the newspaper Arafat 
warned him that if the PLO was 
not admitted to the WHO. the 
PLO would seek to have Israel 
suspended from the International 
Telecommunications Union when 
that group's governing body 
meets later this month. 

Israel said Monday, the PLO 
sought admission to WHO with a 
map showing its self-declared 
state covering all Israel and the 
West Banak and Gaza Strip. 

Spokoesmun Motti Amihai 
said Israel told several WHO 
members about the letter from 
Arafat as part of its protest at the 
application. 

“The letter contains their logo. 
In it appears the map of what 
they call Palestine, which in¬ 
cludes all of Israel with the terri¬ 
tories, which is just an indication 
as to what they mean when they 
say Palestine,” Amichai told 
Reuters. 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — The Sudanese 
government will respond positively to a 
month-long ceasefire declared by rebels of 
the Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA), Prime Minister Sadeq A1 Mahdi was 
quoted Tuesday as saying. 


Shamir names elections team; 
active U.S. involvement sought 


"For every one step taken by 
the SPLA, we will reciprocate by 
taking two steps "Siyasseh news¬ 
paper quoted him as saying after 
hearing of the surprise rebel 
announcement Monday. 

The SPLA, which has been 
fighting government for**:*, in 
south Sudan since 19Gj, said the 
ceasefire would usher in a new 
I era of peace in the country. 

The rebels want to end what 
they see as the domination of the 
north over the south. Part of a 
peace plan .approved by the gov¬ 
ernment includes a freeze on. 
harsh Islamic laws. 

Several countries have urged 
the government and the SPLA to 
stop fighting so that emergency 
food aid can reach areas of south 
Sudan where famine threatens 
tens of thousands of people. 

“Nobody wants war.” Mahdi 
told the newspaper. “We are 
committed to peace not only in 
Sudan but also in the whole of the# 
Horn of Africa.” 

He said his troops would 
observe the ceasefire but would 
remain vigilant. 

During the cesefire, the SPLA 
said, government forces and 
guerrillas would remain in the 
field. 

“I call upon... those at the 
national level to take advantage 
of the one-month ceasefire to 
make their views known to the 


movement (SPLA) and to enter 
into discussions with us," SPLA 
leader Colonel John Garang said 
in- a statement. 

Garang’s statement, read out 
in a Radio SPLA broadcast, said 
the ceasefire had been declared 
to usher in a new era of peace and 
prosperity to impoverished 
Sudan, Africa's largest country. 

He told government troops in 
' rebel-besieged towns of Juba, 
MaJakai and Wau not to move 
out or seek fresh arms supplies 
during the mice as these would 
■be seen as hostile acts. 

But he did say food and medi¬ 
cines would be allowed in. 

Last November the SPLA 
signed a peace accord with 
Mahdi’s junior coalition partner, 
the Democratic Unionist Party. 

The pact called for a halt to 
implementation of tough Islamic 
laws hated by southerners, for 
abrogation of Sudan's military 
pacts with Libya and Egypt and 
for a nationala constitutional con¬ 
ference to map our the future of 
the country. 

At the time, Mahdi rejected 
the peace agreement, but he 
accepted it earlier this year in the 
face of an ultimatum from army 
chiefs who expressed frustration 
at the war that has killed tens of 
thousands of people and sent 
more than 500.000 others fleeing 
into neighbouring states as re¬ 


fugees. 

Attack on food convoy 

The United Nations said Mon¬ 
day it had suspended movement 
of food aid by road from Kenya 
to southern Sudan after unknown 
gunmen attacked a convoy for the 
second time in two weeks. 

Paul Mitchell, head of the 
U.N.’s World Food Programme 
(WFP) in Nairobi, told Reuters 
that no one was injured in the 
attack Saturday near the 
Sudanese town of Kapoeta. 

The 29-truck convoy, carrying 
300 tonnes of food from the 
Kenyan border town of Lokicho- 
kio. continued its journey and 
reached Torit, a rebel-held town 
150 kilometres west of Kapoeta, 
he said. 

On April 18, gunmen attacked 
another WFP food aid convoy on 
the same route, killing eight 
people. 

Mitchell declined to say who 
could have attacked the convoy. 
Some aid workers blamed the 
first ambush on local tribesmen 
opposed to the SPLA rebels. 

Mitchell said the WFP had 
moved 2,000 tonnes of food aid to 
Torit in the past two weeks by 
road or air. 

“This is more than we had 
hoped to have moved by now and 
so the town has enough food," he 
said. 

"Because of this and the con¬ 
tinuing insecurity of the Lokicho- 
kio-Kapoeta-Torit route, we have 
for the time being suspended our 
convoys. This does not mean that 
we cannot use the route at some 
later stage.” 

Mitchell said movement of re¬ 
lief supplies to southern Sudan by 
air ana road would continue from 
Uganda. 


Senior PLO official shot 
in head in South Lebanon 


SI DON (AP) — The senior 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO) official in Lebanon 
was in critical condition under¬ 
going surgery after being shot 
Tuesday in this southern port, 
police said. 

In Paris, where PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat was on an official 
visit. PLO officials said Issam 
Salem was killed in the shooting. 

Salem. Arafat's personal repre¬ 
sentative in Lebanon, was driving 
through Sidon's Fakhrcddin 
street when masked gunmen raked 
his car with gunfire at 1:05 p.m. 
(1105 GMT), a police spokesman 
said. 

“Salem is wounded in the 
head. He is undergoing surgery, 
but his chances of survival are 


very slim, said the spokesman. 

Salem was rushed by aides to 
Sidon's Hammoud hospital after 
the shooting, the spokesman 
added. 

He said police had no clue to 
the identity or motive of the 
assailants. 

Salem was the second high- 
ranking Arafat aide to be the 
target of assassination within tour 
days in Sidon. Lebanon’s third 
largest city 40 kilometres south of 
Beirut. 

Zeid Wehbi. the official 
spokesman of the PLO’s main¬ 
stream Fateh guerrilla faction in 
Lebanon, escaped assassination 
Saturday, when a rocket-prop¬ 
elled grenade was fired at his 
Sidon house. He was not at home 


at the time. 

Two passers-by were wounded 
by bomb shrapnel, according to 
police. 

In Paris, where Arafat met 
with French President Francois 
Mitterrand, a PLO official said 
Salem died in the attack and that 
Arafat had been informed. 

"Mr. Arafat knows. We in¬ 
formed him,” said Alassan 
Riyad. "At present it is difficult 
for him to make a statement and 
he will say something later at his 
news conference.” 

Mustafa Saad, head of the Nas- 
serite militia that has ruled Sidon 
since the outbreak of Lebanon's 
14-year-old civil war in 1975, told 
the Associated Press that Salem’s 
condition was "very critical.” 


Amman, Moscow to boost contacts 


Continued from page 1 

the basis for peace in the region 
should be Israel's withdrawal 
from the territories it occupied in 
1967. restoration of the legiti¬ 
mate righrs of the Palestinian 
people, including their right to 
self-determination, and interna¬ 
tionally guaranteed security for 
all states in the region. 

Tarasov said the process of 
convening an international con¬ 
ference required an a priori 
agreement from all sides on the 
legal basis of such a conference. 
Those, he said, were matters to 
be discussed by the five perma¬ 
nent members of the U.N. Secur¬ 
ity Council and parties directly 
involved in the conflict. 

The Soviet official said the 
resumption of Soviet-Israeli rela¬ 
tions was contingent on Israel's 
adoption of a constructive posi¬ 
tion on the peace conference. 


"We have said publicly that the 
Soviet Union will he prepared to 
raise the issue of estaiishing rela¬ 
tions with Israel at the start of the 
international peace conference 
and when Israel takes a construc¬ 
tive position on the convening of 
the conference.” he said. "This 
remains our basic policy.” 

In response to a question on 
whether there was a "gentlemen's 
agreement" between the U.S.* 
and the Soviet Union to settle 
regional conflicts. Tarasov said 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor¬ 
bachev had agreed with former 
President Ronald Reagan on "the 
need to strengthen world peace.” 
One -of the conditions for that. 
Tarasov said, was to put an end to 
regional conflicts. 

"What needs to be done is to 
exchange the balance-of-power 
with the balance-of-inierests,” he 
said. "We intend to continue 
contacts with the new U.S. admi¬ 


nistration to try to solve the 
issues.” 

Tarasov cited the ceasefire in 
the Iraq-1 ran war as a useful 
precedent and an example of how 
joint efforts could settle regional 
conflicts. "Political goodwill” on 
the part of the involved party is a 
necessity for the settlement of 
any regional conflict, he said. 

"We should have coordination 
of activities on the regional and 
international levels.” he asserted. 

The Middle East conflict, Tara¬ 
sov said, will be one of the major 
issues discussed during a meeting 
between Shevardnadze and U.S. 
Secretary of Slate James Baker in 
Moscow later this month. 

Tarasov said Moscow wel¬ 
comed the recent "positive in¬ 
dications” of improvement in re¬ 
lations between Syria and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO). 

“It has been our long-standing 


policy to talk to the Palestinians 
and the Syrians to persuade them 
that they have nothing to lose but 
much to gain from normalisation 
(of relations between them),” 

Asked how instrumental Mos¬ 
cow was in bringing about these 
positive indications. Tarasov 
said: "One should be modest in 
assessing one's own accomplish¬ 
ments.” 

The deputy foreign minister 
appeared not to approve of the 
way in which the plan of Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
for elections in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip was pre¬ 
sented. 

"It is not clear why these elec¬ 
tions (were proposed)... and 
what bearing they have on a 
comprehensive settlement of the 
Middle East problem... what the 
guarantees there would be for 
these results and what role the 
PLO (is to play),” he said. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS BN BRIEF 


Mubarak orders ’copter's return to Libya 

CAIRO ( R) Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak has ordered the 

return of a helicopter gunship to Libya after it was flow " to %pt 
by a defecting Libyan pilot, the semi-official daily Al Ahram 
reported Tuesday- Major Fathi Malyoud Al Sagheer landed his 
MI-24 in southern Egypt near Aswan last Wednesday and asked for 
political asylum. His request is being considered. We will return 
the helicopter but this should be preceded by several legal 
procedures,” Al Ahram quoted Mubarak as saying. The newspap. 
er did not say what the procedures were. Security sources say the 
pilot had told the Egyptians that the Soviet-built helicopter 
belonged to the Libyan air force. Sudanese Defence Minister 
Mubarak Osman Rahma was quoted by a Khartoum newspaper as 
saying the helicopter was Sudanese, and demanding its return. 
Libyan air force units have been operating in southern Spdan 
against rebels of the Sudan People's Liberation Army. Cairo s Al 
Akhbar newspaper said Tuesday that Libya had asked Sudan to 
pretend it owned the helicopter in order to get it back. 

Kurdish rebels kill five in ambush 

ANKARA (R) — Kurdish rebels shot dead four soldiere and a 
civilian in an ambush in Siirt province in southeastern Turkey, the 
semi-official Anatolian news agency quoted officials Tuesday as 
saying. The officials said a group of rebels from the outlawed 
Marxist Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) stopped a minibus near 
Eruh town Monday night and shot four para-military gendarmes 
and a local man who were on board. The gendarmes were returning 
to their units from home leave. More than 1,300 people have been 
killed in southern Turkey since the PKK launched a guerrilla war in 
1984 to win autonomy for Turkey's estimated eight million Kurds. 

Paper: Khamenei, Rafsanjani fit to succeed Khomeini 

NICOSIA (R) — An Iranian newspaper named President Ali 
Khamenei for the first time Monday as a possible successor to 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. The English- 
language Tehran Times, quoted by the Iranian news agency IRNA, 
said khamenei, 49. and Parliamentary Speaker Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani were both qualified to take over from Khomeini. 
Khamenei, a long-time aide to Khomeini, has served as president 
since 1981. Khomeini, 86, year called him “a mighty arm of the 
Islamic revolution." It was not dear from the IRNA report, 
received in Nicosia, whether Tehran Times was recommending 
Rafsanjani and Khamenei as individual leaders or as members of a 
leadership council. Ettelaat newspaper said last week Rafsanjani 
should be a member of a leadership round! and have the deriding 
vote. 

Polisario leaders reelected 

ALGIERS (R) — Leaders of the Polisario Front, fighting Morocco 
for the independence of Western Sahara, were reelected at a 
congress held near the Algerian oasis town of Tindouf. the 
Algerian news agency APS reported. It said all members of the 
executive committee and “practically all" 27 members of the 
politburo retained their posts. Secretary-General Mohammad 
Abdul Aziz had hinted in a report to the congress that some 
politburo members might be sacked, saying that certain guerrilla 
i leaders were “quarrelling among themselves and losing touch with 
the people," APS said. The official agency aso quoted Polisario 
sources as saying that "prospects of a second meeting with King 
Hassan II within a reasonable time are good." Polisario leaders had 
complained that the Moroccan monarch had not invited them to a 
second round of direct talks after meetings held in Morocco in 
January. They threatened to resume fighting in the former Spanish 
colony unless the king agreed to talks to settle details of a United 
Nations plan to resolve the conflict through a referendum on 
self-determination. 

Quake hits southwestern Greece 

ATHENS (AP) — A sharp earthquake jolted southwestern Greece 
early Tuesday but no injuries or serious damage was reported. The 
Athens seismologies I service said the sharp tremor which touched 
5.3 on the open-ended Richter scale, hit at 12:03 a.m. (2103 GMT) 
when most residents in the area were a! home. Its epicenter was in 
the sea, 230 kilometres southwest of the Greek capital, off the 
western roast of the Peloponnesus. 

Egypt temporarily opens border with Libya 

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt has temporarily opened its border with 
Libya to allow thousands of Egyptian workers to return home tor 
the 'Eid Al Fitr holiday this week, a government source said 
Tuesday. A spokesman for the Interior Ministry denied that, the 
border was open, but the source said it was opened late last week. 
The move is to facilitate the movement of Egyptian workers 
wanting to come home for 'Eid, which will be next weekend, the 
source said. He said Cairo has opened its Libyan frontier posts 
during national vacation times for the last two years to ilow 
Egyptians to come home. Tens of thousands of Egyptians work in 
Libya despite the lack of diplomatic relations and the general 
hostility between the two countries. Direct air links are cut. 

British Jumbo in Gulf near-miss 

LONDON (R) — A British Airways Boeing 747 responding to a 
U.S. warship’s final warning in the Gulf last year nearly collided 
with another airliner, a British newspaper reported Tuesday. The 
Independent, quoting an unpublished international Civil Aviation 
Organisation (ICAO) report, said the plane narrowly escaped 
being shot at a month before the USS Vincennes shot down an Iran 
Air Airbus in July. The newspaper said the 747 was approaching 
Dubai on a flight to India when it picked up by chance a U.S. 
warship s radio challenge almost identical to the final one received 
by the Iranian plane before it was shot down by surface-to-air 
missiles, killing ail 290 on board. The warship issuing the warning 
was not identified. "In attempting to take avoiding action to 
prevent the warship carrying out its threat, the BA flight had a 
near-miss with a Bulgarian airliner," the Independent said. 
"Prompt action by Dubai approach prevented BA 147 from 
changing its course and thus avoided a potential mid-air collision 
with flight LZ210I (A Bulgarian Antonov 12) from Bahrain-to 
Sharjah," it quoted the ICAO report as saying. 
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ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

09:10 .Damascus (RJ) 

69:10.Aqaba (RJ) 

69:30 .Cairo (RJ) 

69:45 . Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

16:60 .Dhahrun. Kuwait (RJ) 

18:15 . Lamaca (RJ) 

16:20 Los Angdcs. Chicago. Vienna 
(RJ) 

17.-8Q . Riyadh.(RJ) 

17.-65 . Paris (RJ) 

17-J8 .New York. Vienna (RJ) 

17:45 .London, Geneva (RJ) 

17:55.Brussels. Frankfurt (RJ) 

I&J8. Madrid. Rome (RJ) 

19:45.Belgrade. Bucharest (RJ) 

00:26 . Baghdad (RJJ 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

09 -JS .Cairo (MS). 


Ifc-W .RumcfAZ) 

12:80.Benghazi (LN) 

12:15 . Sana'a. Jeddah (I Yt 

1«I5 . Baghdud (lA) 

13:30 . Kuwait (K(J) 

W:| l.Istanbul. Ankara (TK) 

.Jeddah (SV) 

18:25.Frankfurt (LH) 

20:05 .Tripoli, Damascus (PK) 

23 J5 .Tunis (TUI 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal (1) 

.Aqaba (RJ) 

10:45.Belgrade. Bucharest (RJ) 

H JO .-. Riyadh (RJ) 

11:30.. Tunis.Casablanca (RJ) 

IL30 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

12406 .Geneva. London (RJ) 

19:15 . Calcutta (RJ) 

19:46 .Kuwait. Dhahnui(Rj) 

20:10 . Baghdad (RJ) 

28:15.L Jeddah (RJ) 

20:20 .-iCairu(RJ) 

2 th 30 .Abu Dhahj, Dubai (RJ) 

21:06.-.Damascus (RJ) 

21:15 ...... Bahrain. Duha (RJ) 

22.-00 ..1._ Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal (2) 

6fc36 .>.:.Quia, London (BA) ~ 

9&35 .Larnaca. Zurich (SR) 

16526'.-.-. Cairo (MS) 

112 » ...Romc(AZ) 

13*8- Benghazi (LN) 


J^l* .Jeddah. Sana'a(1VJ 

1*38 . Baghdad (IA) 

l* 1 ^ . Kuwait (KUj 

15:10 . nhahnnfTM 

. .McciHna. Jeddah (SV) 

«*25. Sanaa (LH) 

W! *.Dirtwifi™ 

Market prices 


UppcrJfower price 

Almond.. 

Apple.!!!! 

Banana .. 

Banana (Mukammar). 

Beans ... 

Broad beans.. 

Cabbage. 

Camus. 

Cauliflower. 

Cucumbers __ 

Dares ...,.. 


Esgpkm 

Garlic . 

Lemon. 

Lcuucc (per one) ....... 

Marrow Oarje)—.• 

Marrow (small) 

Orange ^.. 

Onion fdry) 

Peas 

fepp er (hot) 

Pepper (sweetL...^„;.. 

Potato... 

Tomatoes-.: 


• in fib per *£• 
.<«l/500 

. 5IM/-400 

. 350 /3011 

. 3U0/25U 

. 260/ 206- 

80/50" 

_ 70/ SO 

.;; T30/1W- 

___ !«■/:« 

. 180//120 

.5507.450 

J 5 

TO/*. 
- -TXd Xfi. 
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Prmce Hassan outlines Jordan’s I Congratulations to Sharif Zaid 

policies to Austrian delegation 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Roval 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
met at the Royal Scientific Socie- 

X -(RSS) Tuesday with a visiting 
usirian journalists delegation. 
The Prince reviewed with the 
delegation the latest develop¬ 
ments in the local and regional 
fields and outlined the country's 
economic crisis. Prince Hassan 
told the delegation he was certain 
the country will overcome the 


present difficulties by adopting 
wise and sound policies m con¬ 
formity to directives laid down by 
His Majesty King Hussein in his 
letter of designation to the new 
government and in cooperation 
with the people of Jordan and 
support from Arab countries. 

Prince Hassan reviewed the 
outcome of King Hussein's recent 
visit to the United States and 


expressed his belief that the U.S. 
administration will move ahead 
with plans to end the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and establish a just and 
durable peace in the Middle East. 
The United States, through its 
dialogue with the Palestine Li¬ 
beration Organisation, is bound 
to find a way to resolve the 
Palestine problem, the Crown 
Prince asserted. 


-Minister of Culture and information Nasoub Al Majali Monday addresses an Austrian journalists 
delegation currently veiling Jordan (Petra photo) 

Majali briefs Austrian journalists 


AMMAN i Petra) — A delega¬ 
tion of Austrian journalists had a 
meeting here Tuesday with 
Minister of Culture and Informa¬ 
tion Nasouh Al Majali who 
briefed them on developments in 
Jordan and praised the strong ties 
of friendship between Jordan and 
Austria. 

The 20-member group who 
represent the press, radio and 
television in Austria arrived here 
on Monday on a four-day visit to 
the Kingdom during which its 
members will be meeting with 
several officials and touring a 
number of places of interest in 
the country. 

Majali praised Austria's stand 
with regard to the just Arab 
causes and outlined Jordan's eco¬ 


nomic situation. Jordan will rely 
on its own resources and poten¬ 
tials. and also on friendly nations 
in coping with the present econo¬ 
mic situation, the minister said 
during the meeting. 

The role of information in the 
coming stage, the minister said, 
will conform to the policies drawn 
up by His Majesty King Hussein 
in his letter of designation to the 
prime minister. 

•He said that the Ministry of 
* Information will play its own role 
in helping the Jordanian citizens 
adjust to the present economic 
circumstances and will help estab¬ 
lish social justice and deepen 
mutual respect between members 
of the Jordanian family and 


promote the role of dialogue to 
achieve that goal. 

On Monday. Majali attended 
the closing session of the Jorda¬ 
nian theatre festival which lasted 
a week at the Royal Cultural 
Centre in Amman. In an address 
on the occasion Majali under¬ 
lined the role of youth and the 
need to increase sports and youth 
activities. 

The festival was organised by 
the Amman Community College 
in cooperation with the Ministry 
of Culture and Information. At 
the end of the closing session, the 
minister distributed awards to the 
participants in the plays which 
were presented by six Jordanian 
community colleges. 



Her Highness Princess Tgbreed accompanied by tbe 
President of tbe Friends of the Liver Patients 


Society Sabeer Asfour during tbe Princess visit to 
tbe society bazaar in 1988 (file photo). 


Global hepatitis B. vaccination 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Hepatitis B can 
cause acute and chronic liver dis¬ 
eases with significant rates of 
illness and mortality. The disease 
is highly prevalent in developing 
countries, Jordan toe*. 

However, hepatitis B vaccina¬ 
tion is increasingly becoming 
available all over the world, and 


its costs are declining leading 
health officials to seriously con¬ 
sider mass national immunisation 
programmes. 

Such programmes were discus¬ 
sed in a recent meeting held by 
the World Health Organisation 
( WHO). World-wide experts and 
health officials including Dr. ‘Ala 
Toukan, associate professor of 
medicine and head of the liver 
unit at the University of Jordan 


- imrs oi 

77ie following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are ad\ ised to verify tbe listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ A plastic art exhibition by Mohammad Bolis and Munira 
Tunisiyyeh at the Housing Gallery. 

* An exhibition entitled **The Tuebingen Atlas of the Middle 
East*' at the Gofhe Institute. 

ft An art exhibition displaying 120 paintings depicting the history 
of the German city of Berlin and different aspects of-tife in East 
Germany, at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

RAMADAN SOUQ 

ft Ramadan open-air market, which includes foodstuff, clothes, 
home appliances and children’s toys at Mabatla, eastern 
Amman. 

ft International Ramadan Souq, in which 14 Arab and Islamic 
countries are taking part, at the International Auto Centre, 
Queen Alia International Airport Highway. 

FOLKLORE 

ft Performances by folk groups depicting traditional swigs and 
dances at the Roman Amphitheatre down town Amman after 
iftar. 

LECTURE 

ft A lecture sponsored by the Jordanian-Itaiian Friendship 
Society entitled “Salt Handicrafts Training Centre: Activities 
and Achievements," at the World Affairs Council — 8:00 p.m. 


Hospital attended. As a result of 
this meeting strong recommenda¬ 
tions were made regarding imple¬ 
mentation of world-wide hepatitis 
B vaccination programmes. 

Recently WHO developed va¬ 
rious vaccination strategies for 
hepatitis B on regional levels 
because each region has different 
patterns of transmission. The ma¬ 
jor mode of infection in the Mid¬ 
dle East, for example, is among 
children after birth and usually 
within the same family. "We esti¬ 
mate that the proportion of child- 
to-child infection in Jordan to be 
twenty times higher than mother- 
to-child transmission which is. 
more often, the case in South 
East Asia,' - Says Dr. Toukan. 

He said in an interview with the 
Jordan Times that the greatest 
risk group in the Middle East is 
children less than five years of 
age. The earlier the age of infec¬ 
tion the greater the risk of de¬ 
veloping cirrhosis and liver can¬ 
cer in later adulthood. Since that 
is a person’s most productive 
period of life, this would have a 
significant economic impact on 
countries were the disease pre¬ 
vails. 

Hepatitis B vaccination is re¬ 
latively new, however, its intro¬ 
duction into childhood vaccina¬ 
tion programmes is still untried. 
That is why the WHO hepatitis 
committee recommends that 
hepatitis B vaccination be inte¬ 
grated into national vaccination 
programmes through model pro¬ 
jects. Such projects will gather 
information on the methods and 
problems encountered in hepati¬ 
tis B immunisation on introduc¬ 
ing i: into the country's vaccina¬ 
tion schedule. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Representa¬ 
tives of various public and private 
organisations in Jordan con¬ 
verged on the Prime J^tinistry 
Tuesday to offer their congratula¬ 
tions to Prime Minister Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker. S' 

. Sharif Zaid received Palestine 
National Council Speaker Sheikh 
Abdul Hamid Al Sayeh, Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) representative iu Jordan 


Abdul Razzak Al Yahya and 
beads of Christian communities 
in Jordan as well as a delegation 
of notables representing the Irbid 
Governorate. 

Later, delegations representing 
the bedouin tribes and heads of 
charitable societies and labour 
and professional unions in Jordan 
and provincial governors called 
on the prime minister to offer 
their congratulations. 



GFJW campaigns 
against (consumption 


AMMAN (Petra) — Thefceneral 
Federation of Jordaniai^Women 
(GFJW) Tuesday announced the 
birth of a committee |for the 
protection of consumers and 
rationalising consumption. 

The decision was taken at a 
meeting called to discuss^he fed¬ 
eration's general policies in 
accordance with regulations that 
were endorsed by the minister of 
social development, according to 
a statement issued here Xuesday. 

The statement said jpiat the 
committee which will have open 
membership will dedicate its 
efforts to encourage Jordanians 
to refrain from buying agnported 
products and to purchase local 
■ food supplies, clothes and shoes 
and other commodities, that are 
being produced locally.| 

According to the statement. 



In order to initiate such pro¬ 
jects worldwide, WHOJis spon¬ 
soring model vaccination prog¬ 
rammes in about four fountries 
representing different regions of 
the world. According!' to Dr. 
Toukan, who is also a member of 
the international task force on 
hepatitis B immunisation Jordan 
has been chosen as <$ne such 
model for (wo reasons. First. 
Jordan has a highly effective im¬ 
munisation programme Bor chil¬ 
dren already in place, i 

Jordan is therefore formulating 
a policy whereby the hepatitis B 
vaccine will be includedfwith the 
triple vaccines in the fqrst three 
months of a child's life. If the 
hepatitis B vaccination! is im¬ 
plemented singularly wiiiout the 
other three vaccines, pien the 
process would be very 'costly as 
this would involve setting up a 
whole new administrative struc¬ 
ture solely for hepatitis B vac¬ 
cination. « 

The second reason foilsponsor- 
ing Jordan is because? enough 
information on the transmission 
of the disease and its effects has 
been gathered.. 1 

"It is estimated thatjl,78 pec 
cent of children bom here every 
year will die from thejfconsequ- 
ences of hepatitis B infections 
and mass vaccination can prevent 
75 per cent of thesle deaths, 
according to Dr. Touldan. 

“Ir is. in fact, estiirated that 
each death can be prevented at a 
cost of $418 if a mass vaccination 
programme is instituted — a 
worthwhile cost for sucm devasta¬ 
tion. These calculations!were re¬ 
vealed in a study commissioned 
by the Friends of the Liver Pa¬ 
tients Society in Amman.” 

While this model programme 
will start in one area pf Jordan 
during the coming five years a 
further expansion of the area will 
eventually offer all ndwbom in¬ 
fants protection through hepatitis 
B immunisation. 

The project will enable Jordan 
to study the effect ofhepatitis B 
vaccination in a scientific manner 
on infection rates. Hidden costs 
and the interaction of ’£ie vaccine 
with the other triple vaccines are 
also areas of study. This project 
would be a vehicle for training 
staff, and formulatingieducation- 
al programmes for recipients and 
parents of children. * 

The project will start within the 
coming months as a cooperative 
effort by WHO. the Uojversity of 
Jordan,* the Ministry wf Health, 
and the Friends of ffhe Liver 
Patients Society. An official from 
WHO has already visited Amman 
and met with the Minister of 
Health, the President # the Uni¬ 
versity of Jordan, and .President 
of the Uver Society. jWHO is 
financing a major pat of the 
vaccination costs, blip further 
financing is still heing’^ought in 
order to carry out this program¬ 
me to the fall. 


the committee will also direct its 
efforts to guide people to avoid 
excessive spending specially on 
feasts, parties and graduation 
ceremonies, to reduce the 
amount of dowry in marriages, to 
reduce the cost of weddings and 
to advise Jordanians to avoid 
hoarding of food supplies. 

The GFJW issued an appeal to 
the public to opt for simplicity in 
general appearance and in daily 
life and to cooperate with the 
committee members to reduce 
spending and rationalise con¬ 
sumption in the Kingdom. 

The federation's President 
Haifaa Al Bashir said that the 
federation is forming committees 
to help boost the federation's 
preparations and to involve 
Jordanian women in the develop¬ 
ment process. 


Karak 
gets 1st 
test tube 
baby 

KARAK (J.T.) — The first test 
tube baby in Karak. in southern 
Jordan was born very recently 
here according to a report in the 
local press Monday. The report 
said that the mother. 30-year old 
Nuha YB, gave birth to the baby, 
her first, following JO years of 
marriage and after visits abroad 
in attempts to bear children. 

Dr. Atef Jaafreh. director of 
the government hospital here 
who supervised the delivery, said 
that the woman had been in 
contact with the hospital which 
was able to help fulfil her desire. 

The delivery was normal, and 
the mother and baby boy were 
reported m good health. 

Asked who helped her arrange 
for the test tube prega nancy, the 
mother said that it was Dr. Zaid 
Keilani who operates the Jordan 
Centre for infertility in Amman 
which now takes care of numer¬ 
ous test tube cases within a prog¬ 
ramme that covers Jordan and 
Arab countries. 


Berlin 
exhibited 
in Amman 


AMMAN (Petra) — A week- 
long art exhibition is being held at 
the^Royal Cultural Centre in Am¬ 
man depicting various aspects of 
the German city of Berlin. 

On display are 120 paintings 
featuring different facets of life in 
Berlin 3nd East Germany. The 
exhibition was organised by the 
East German embassy in Amman 
in cooperation with the Ministry 
of Culture and Information and 
in implementation of a cultural 
cooperation agreement between 
Jordan and East Germany. 

The opening ceremony was 
attended by the East German 
charge d'affaires in Amman and 
an audience of invited guests and 
art lovers. 


Baiqa 

observes 

traffic 


day 


SALT (Petra) — Baiqa Govemo- 
rate Tuesday derided to hold an 
international traffic day and an 
Arab traffic week in Salt and 
other towns within the govemo- 
rate starting from May 28. 

The deputy governor who 
made the announcement said that 
the event will be marked by a 
campaign of cultural activates, 
lectures and seminars. The orga¬ 
nisers he said, will distribute 
pamphlets and posters and will 
take part in other related field 
work. 

The derision was taken at a 
meeting by representatives of va¬ 
rious police departments and 
public works as well as municipa¬ 
lities and the Jordan Society for 
the Prevention of r.oad Acci¬ 
dents.. 



His Majesty King Hussein Monday addresses not- governorate’s support for the King's directives to 
ables from Irbid Governorate at the Royal Court. A the new government, 
prominent leader among the notables expressed the 

Irbid supports King’s directives 


King: Burden should 
be shouldered bv all 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein has 
said that the regrettable incidents in a number of 
Jordanian towns late last month caused him pain, 
but he understood the circumstances that caused 
them and expressed hope that the Kingdom will not 
be facing a similar situation at any moment in the 
coming stage, and that the Jordanian citizens will 
not exercise the process of self destruction. Addres¬ 
sing a delegation of notables representing the Irbid 
Governorate who called at the Royal Court on 
Monday, the King said that a burden will become 
lighter if shouldered by the whole community. 


"I have great faith in Jorda¬ 
nians and total confidence that 
they can overcome the difficulties 
and deal with the circumstances 
and challenges, and continue the 
process of construction," King 
Hussein said at the meeting which 
was attended by the Chief of the 
Royal Court Thouqan Hindawi 
and other court officials. 

The letter, of designation to the 
new government. King Hussein 
said, contains all the essential 
elements for handling the coun¬ 
try’s problems and hardships, and 
for involving the Jordanian 
citizens in the process of con¬ 
struction. 

“It is hoped that Jordan, hav¬ 
ing overcome the present difficult 
circumstances, will embark on 
parliamentary elections soon so 
that full participation on the part 


of the Jordanian people in 
shouldering the country's respon¬ 
sibilities can take place.” King 
Hussein noted. H e sai d that Jor¬ 
dan will continue to follow a 
decentralised policy that can en¬ 
sure a greater and wider parti¬ 
cipation on the part of the Jorda¬ 
nian family. 

King Hussein said that Jordan 
has great ambitions to achieve 
and it is hoped that the present 
difficult circumstances will be 
over soon and that Jordan will be 
on the road to self-sufficiency. 

Referring to the Arab Coop¬ 
eration Council (ACC) which 
groups Jordan, Egypt, Iraq and 
North Yemen, the King said that 
the Arab Nation will soon wit¬ 
ness the council's achievements in 
the process of integration among 
the four countries"with their 80 


million inhabitants. Jordan take: - 
pride not only in the ACC but 
also in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council and Maghreb Union be¬ 
cause, the King said, they both 
help in the process of integration 
and mobilising the Arab Nation's 
efforts. 

King Hussein noted that the 
Arab Nation confronts danger* 
represented in Israel and its hos¬ 
tile intentions towards the A rata 
in general and the Palestinian 
people in particular. 

The King said that the Jorda¬ 
nian people ought to take a lesson 
from the past events and should 
try to avoid any harm to this 
country. Speaking on behalf of 
the delegation, was Mr. Abdul 
Majid Shreideh former Member 
of Parliament who said that the 
Irbid Governorate supports the 
King's directives, contained n 
the Tetter to the new prime minis¬ 
ter. and designed to find solution:, 
for the country’s economic, admi¬ 
nistrative and social problems. 

Shreideh called on the Arab 
countries to honour their finan¬ 
cial commitments to Jordan to 
help it stand fast in the face :*t 
Israeli aggression and in over¬ 
coming its present predicament. 

He also voiced the Irbid Gov- 
ernorate's deep pride in His 
Royal Highness Crown Prim.-.- 
Hassan's continued endeavours 
to promote the country’s de¬ 
velopment process. 



Labour unionists Monday criebratre Labour Day at tbe Al Hussein Youth City 

Minister urges workers to 
double efforts, increase production 


AMMAN (Petra) — A celebra¬ 
tion was held at the A! Hussein 
Youth City in Amman Monday to 
mark Labour Day and to honour 
Jordanian veteran labour move¬ 
ment leaders. 

Minister of Labour Jamal 
Bdour who attended the celebra¬ 
tion congratulated labour union 
leaders on Labour Day and con¬ 
veyed to them greetings from His 
Majesty King Hussein and His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. 

This anniversary comes at a 
stage when Jordan is making 


ready to adjust to the economic 
circumstances, requiring from all 
workers to double their efforts 
and increase industrial produc¬ 
tion to help the country attain self 
sufficiency, the minister said in a 
brief speech on the occasion. 

Labour Day is a day for hon¬ 
ouring workers who constitute 
the most important factor in the 
production process and it is a day 
to express appreciation for their 
efforts in the economic develop¬ 
ment process, the minister con¬ 
tinued. 

The country is proud of its 


labour unions and look with 
admiration to their achievements. 
Bdour added. 

The celebration was addressed 
by Mr. Samir Qarden. secretary- 
general of the Federation of 
Jordanian Labour Unions wb.. 
referred to efforts to establish 
strong and cooperative tics-.be¬ 
tween the workers and the em¬ 
ployers and industrialists in ;dic 
country, arden Garden paid-tri¬ 
bute to King Hussein for-hi;, 
continued support to the workers' 
rights and his efforts to improve 
their livine standards. 


Red Cross, Crescent concerned for Lebanon 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Gene¬ 
va-based Standing Committee of 
the National Red Cross and Red 
Crescent has recently voiced its 
concern over the deteriorating 
situation in Lebanon and called 
on the international community 
to intervene with and put an end 
to the tragedy taking place there. 
President of the Standing Com¬ 
mittee and Chairman of the Jor¬ 
dan National Red Crescent Socie¬ 
ty Ahmad Abu Qoura said 
Tuesday. 

Abu Qoura who has just re¬ 
turned from a tour in various 
European capitals and attended 
the Standing Committee meet¬ 
ings in Geneva, said that the 
committee appealed to alt gov¬ 
ernments and national commit¬ 
tees of the Red Cross and Red 


Crescent Societies and all the 
organisations concerned to use 
their good offices to put an end to 
the suffering of the Lebanese 
people and to avoid further losses 
of lives, as a result of the con¬ 
tinuing war there. 

The committee also called on 
all parties to the conflict in Leba¬ 
non to respect the basic rules of 
the international humanitarian 
law. 

In an arrival statement Abu 
Qoura said he toured Switzer¬ 
land. Spain. Italy and Monaco 
where he took part in a meeting 
for the Red Cross and Red Cres¬ 
cent Committee for Peace, held 
in Geneva on April 17. He also 
attended the round table meeting 
of international taw experts which 


was held in Spain on April 21, in 
addition to a meeting organised 
by the Institute fur lnternaticir..rl 
Law and the meeting of the jec.il 
and medical committees of the 
Red Cross/Crescent in Momto-. 

Abu Qoura said that the meet¬ 
ing discussed the negative aspects 
resulting from the use of chemical 
weapons, which have been u>ed 
during the recent flare ot' battles, 
and the role of doctors in banning 
the use of such weapons, which 
pose a grave danger to human 
lives. j 

Participants considered this 
kind of weapons as lethal (tnd 
fatal and therefore have decide^ to 
refer it for discussion to the round 
table conference which will! be 
held in September m Italy. * 
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Regrettable 

incidents 

THE cycle of violence that erupted recently between Mauritanians 
and Senegalese suggests that existing relations between Muslim 
peoples leave much to be desired. If one is to put aside diplomatic 
niceties and formal solidarity . inter-Islamk relations appear to be 
on the shallow side and amenable to disruption and even 
internecine violence at the first instance. The case of blood-letting 
between Senegal and Mauritania is by no means the first one of its 
kind. Contemporary history is full of latent and patent animosity 
between Islamic governments and peoples both official and 
national that require an in-depth analysis and heeling. The 
flare-up of violence and killing between Mauritanians and Sene¬ 
galese last week is thus a grim reminder that the Islamic house is 
not in order. To begin with, the understanding and awakeness of 
Islamic teachings and precepts that preach brotherhood and 
solidarity among Muslims, including the so-called devout among 
them, have demonstrated time and again to be only skin deep. How 
else can one explain the repeated cases of Muslims kilting their 
fellow Muslims in a vicious cycle of revenge and counter revenge; 
and highlighting in the process the predominance of national 
intolerance over Islamic solidarity and brotherhood. 

This unfortunate slate of affairs in the Islamic world would 
require immediate remedial and affirmative action by the Orga¬ 
nisation of Islamic Conference. Such an all-encompassing Islamic 
endeavour must envisage more contacts, communications and 
dialogue between the Islamic peoples in order to first dilute and 
then erase altogether all remnants of hatred and ignorance that 
may still linger In the hearts and minds of Muslims of different 
nationalities. It is common knowledge that Islami c peoples have yet 
to relate to formal meetings between Islamic nations which take 
grandoise decisions on behalf of Muslims everywhere. Only by 
fortifying relations between the various peoples of the Islami c 
world, whether in trade, cultural pursuits or tourism, can one 
expect to put an end to the seeds of animosity that propels the kind 
of violence that took place few days ago between Mauritania and 
Senegal. 



JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


THE three Arabic dailies Monday tackled the national unity and 
stressed the need on self-reliance in their editorials. 

Al Ra’i for its part referred to King Hussein’s meeting with the 
representatives of Tafileh at the Royal Court and said all citizens 
are now involved with the government in confronting the 
challenges facing the country and should be shouldered in the 
same spirit that characterised the leaders of the Great Arab 
Revolt. The paper said that King Hussein reaffirmed to the 
Tafileh notables that he was keenly interested in the affairs of his 
people and will continue to work hand in hand with them in 
confronting the challenges and finding solutions. The King was 
careful to direct his call to all citizens, not just those living in 
Tafileh, to commit themselves to diligent work and dedication 
and to work in unity and translate their commitment into 
creativity and production, the paper noted. The people of Tafileh, 
the paper added. have expressed the feelings of all the members 
of the Jordanian family towards their leader and their monarch 
and they also reaffirmed the strong national unity that has always 
characterised the Jordanian people. 

A columnist in Al Ra*i daily strongly attacks Israel's Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin who he says was the first to announce the 
idea of elections in the occupied territories as a means of settling 
the Palestine problem. Mahmoud Rimawi says that after receiving 
a demand signed by 80 Palestinians that elections should not be 
held under occupation rule, Rabin changed his mind and is now 
issuing threats against the Palestinians and their leaders. The 
writer says that throughout history never any people living under 
occupation had been subjected "to such a situation and never 
forced to vote for something they refuse. The Israelis continue to 
occupy Arab land and they now demand that the indignant 
population succumb to the occupiers’ dictates and vote for 
something the Zionist rulers want and desire, the writer points 
out. He asks how can the oppressed people feel they have 
democracy under occupation rule which is being consecrated to 
serve only the Zionists' objectives. The writer says that the 
Palestinian people's rejection of holding elections under occupa¬ 
tion has aroused the Israelis' anger and brought them frustration. 
This frustration is even greater, says the writer, because the 
Israeli leaders had hoped that the election idea could serve as a 
ploy to divert world public attention from the real situation in the 
occupied Arab lands. 

Al Dmtour daily referred to the King's address to the notables of 
Tafileh in which he reiterated his keenness on maintaining a 
strong national unity and urged all citizens to join hands to 
overcome the present difficult circumstances. The paper said that 
the King has devoted his time and efforts over"the past years to 
serving his country and people and has succeeded in bringing 
about development and progress to Jordan and the Jordanian 
people. It said that the King is now boldly leading his nation 
towards further progress by instilling in his people a new 
determination towards that goal through devotion, national unity 
and determination to keep Jordan as an oasis of stability and 
security. 


By John V. Whitbeck 

THE continuing reluctance of a 
critical mass of Israelis, and parti¬ 
cularly Israeli politicians, to con¬ 
template attending an interna¬ 
tional peace conference or even 
talking about peace with their 
enemy, the PLO. may frustrate 
concerned observers., but it 
should not surprise them. Quite 
simply, most Israelis still cannot 
imagine that any settlement 
acceptable both to them and to 
the Palestinians could ever be 
reached. 

In large pan, this is because of 
Jerusalem. No Israeli could advo¬ 
cate that the city be officially 
divided again, yet they know that 
the Palestinians could never 
accept a final settlement that gave 
them no share of Jerusalem. In¬ 
deed, the Palestine National 
Council formally confirmed this 
in November by declaring Jeru¬ 
salem the capital of the State of 
Palestine. 

Given this hard reality, Israelis 
may well ask why they should 
even attempt to talk to the 
Palestinians. As to an interna¬ 
tional conference, virtually all 
discussion has been about pro¬ 
cedural details rather than subst¬ 
ance. One can haggle forever 
over procedural details if there is 
no real prospect of common 
ground to lure the parties to the 
table. 

While it is often suggested that 
the problem of Jerusalem is so 
difficult that it must be put off 
until the end of negotiations, 
surely any two parties are more 
likely to commence difficult 
negotiations if they can see some 
hope of a satisfactory result than 
if they can see none. The problem 


of Jerusalem is not insoluble. In 
die context of a two-state solu¬ 
tion, and particularly one involv¬ 
ing open borders and a degree of 
economic union, Jerusalem could 
- form an undivided part of both 
states, be the capital of both 
states and be administered by an 
-autonomous, elected municipal 
council. 

As a joint dapital, Jerusalem 
could have Israeli government 
offices principally in its western 
sector, Palestinian government 
offices principally in its eastern 
sector and municipal offices in 
both. To the extent that either 
state wished to control persons or - 
goods passing into it from the 
other state, this could be done at 
the points of exit from, rather 
than the points of entry to, Jeru¬ 
salem. In a context of peace, 
particularly one coupled with 
economic union, the need for 
such controls-would be minimal. 

While the United Nations’ 1947 
partition plan envisioned Jeru¬ 
salem as a separate entity with 
international status, the concept 
of joint sovereignty is not without 
precedent. Chandigarh is the 
capital of two Indian states. The 
western sectors of Berlin, under 
American, British and French 
sovereignty, are jointly admi¬ 
nistered by an autonomous, elected 
Senate. For more than 70 years, 
the pacific state of Vanuatu 
(formerly the New Hebrides) was 
under the joint sovereignty of 
Britain and France. 

Such a solution would give a 
great deal to -the Palestinians at 
virtually no cost to the Israelis. 
(Indeed, Tsrael would finally 
achieve international recognition 
of Jerusalem as its capital). Arab 


residents of Jerusalem already 
have the right to vote in municip¬ 
al elections. Traditionally, very 
few have done so, viewing parti¬ 
cipation in such elections as an 
act of collaboration. To Mayor 
Kollek’s chagrin, less than four 
per cent voted in the recent elec¬ 
tion. However, the right to vote 
has already been conceded. With 
over a 60 per cent Jewish major¬ 
ity in the city, Israelis would have 
no more reason to fear “Arab 
rule” in Jerusalem than they do 
today. 

A capital city is both a munici¬ 
pality on the ground and a symbol 
in hearts and minds. Its municipal 
functions can properly be en¬ 
trusted to a municipal council. If 
its symbolic significance cannot 
be shared, then hearts are so 
hardened that there is no hope 
for peace with justice in the Holy 
Land. But if it can be, a prece¬ 
dent for a sharing, rather than a 
winner-take-all, approach to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict would 
have been set, with potentially 
enormous psychological and 
practical ramifications. 

If the PLO were to propose, 
even if initially only as a trial 
balloon, the possibility of joint 
sovereignty over Jerusalem, the 
great immovable boulder at the 
end of the road to peace might 
just roll away and even hitherto 
intransigent Israeli politicians 
might be willing to take the risk 
of starting to walk down that 
road. For many Israelis who still 
view peace with die Arabs as 
inconceivable, peace could, for 
the first time, become conceiv¬ 
able. The psychological barriers 
on the Israeli side to any reciproc¬ 
al movement toward the Palesti¬ 


nians, which now constitute the 
principal challenge in making 
progress toward peace, might just 
start to crumble. 

If the Palestinians themselves 
accepted a settlement and a 
Palestinian flag were peacefully 
raised over Palestinian govern¬ 
ment offices in Jerusalem, few 
Arabs would continue to reject 
IsraeL While many Arab govern¬ 
ments, individually, have made 
this implicit, many Israelis have 
not heard, or pretend not to have 
heard, this message. 

If a PLO suggestion of joint 
sovereignty over Jerusalem were 
coupled with a joint public pro¬ 
nouncement by as many Arab 
governments as possible that, if 
Israel and the PLO negotiated a 
settlement acceptable to the 
Palestinians, they would consider 
themselves at peace with Israel 
and would promptly extend di¬ 
plomatic recognition and offer to 
exchange ambassadors, the com¬ 
bined effect on Israeli public 
opinion could be dramatic. 

In a recent poll, S3 per cent of 
Israelis supported talks with the 
PLO. Politicians can ignore that. 
If, however, the percentage rose 
to 63 per cent, they could no 
longer ignore it, and if both tides 
ever sat down together, the press¬ 
ures on them from their own 
peoples and from the world com¬ 
munity to reach an agreement 
wonld be so intense that they 
could not afford to get up without 
doing so. 

The road to peace is unlikely to 
start in Washington or Moscow or 
at an international conference, 
though it may well pass through 
them. It could and should start in 
Jerusalem — Middle East Inter¬ 
national, London. 


Chinese students find inspiration 
in 1919 democracy movement 


By Kathy Wilhelm 

The Associated Press 

BELTING — “Remember May 
fourth" has become the rallying 
cry of Beijing students who have 
swept past police barricares to 
march for democracy and dean 
government the past two weeks. 

The date is as emotionally stir¬ 
ring to intellectual •Chinese as 
1776 is to Americans or-Bastflte 
Day to the French. 

It is the day in 1919 that Beijing 
University students launched a 
campaign for science and demo¬ 
cracy. showing intellectuals for 
the first time their power to lead 
the masses and affect policy. 

Even before the April 15 death 
of a reformist offidal triggered 
the new protests, students were 
counting the days to celebrate the 
70th anniversary of the May 
fourth movement. 

Now, after having marched re¬ 
peatedly on central Beijing's 
Tiananmen square and staged the 
largest protests in 40 years of 
Communist rule, many students 
are studying the history of the 
movement to learn from its 
strategy. 

“It was China’s enlighten¬ 
ment," said one student marcher, 
referring to the 18th century sci- 
ence and democracy movement 
in the West that gave rise to the 
American and French revolu¬ 
tions. 

“May fourth divided Chinese 
history into two parts — what 
came before and everything after¬ 
ward," the student said. “What 
we are doing now is a continua¬ 
tion of May fourth.” 

The May fourth movement be¬ 
gan with student anger over the 
Versailles treaty that ended 
World War I. China’s warlord 
government agreed to treaty 
clauses that endorsed Japan's sei¬ 
zure of parts of China during the 
war. 

More than 3,000 students from 
13 Beijing schools, led by China's 
most prestitious school, Beijing 
University, gathered May 4, 
1919, at the Tiananmen gate to 
the former imperial palace. 

They signed a manifesto de¬ 
nouncing the treaty, burned the 
house of a government official 
and beat another as a “traitor." 

Protests spread to other cities 
and were supported by newspap¬ 
ers, worker strikes and boycotts 
of Japanese-made goods. The 
government quickly backed down 
and rejected the Versailles treaty, 
but the protests did not stop. 

Galvanised by their new sense 
of power, the students then de¬ 
manded sweeping democratic re¬ 
forms and adoption of Western 
scientific thinking. China's tradi¬ 
tional culture made it weak and 
ripe for foreign invasion, the stu¬ 
dents argued. 

The movement trained a gen¬ 
eration of intellectuals in political 
activism. Many went on to sup¬ 
port the Communists in the civil 
war that ended in 1949 with Com¬ 
munist victory. 

“But for the May fourth move¬ 
ment, there would have been no 
Chinese revolution," He Xin, a 
scholar, said at one of a series of 
symposiums being held in China 
to commemorate the anniversary. 


The official symposium have 
been careful to stress that pro¬ 
tests may have been appropriate 
then, but nor now. 

However, student protesters 
and older intellectuals say they 
are angry that so little progress 
toward establishing a democratic, 
scientific system has been made. 

“Seventy years,” lamented one 
banner carried in Thursday’s 
marclT by 150,000 students and 
supporters on tiananmen, the 
symbolic seat of power in China 
and rallying place for protesters. 

“We haven't yet achieved the 
society we hoped for,” said 88- 
year-old Bing Xin, one of modern 
China's leading writers and a 
participant in the original May 
fourth movement. 
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“We can speak out, but our 
words have little effect. We are 
not yet satisfied," she said in a 
rare interview. “The rule of man 
is still more important than rule 
of law." 

Bing Xin said the 1919 move¬ 
ment won widespread support 
because it had a popular goal — 
opposing Japanese • imperialism 
—- as weH as the vaguer slogans of- 
science and democracy. “Those 
were new words in China, and 
many people didn’t know what 
they meant," she said. 

In a country where one-cpiarter 
of the population is illiterate, 
many people today still don't 
understand the student calls for 
science and democracy. 
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But they understand the stu¬ 
dents' protests of official pri¬ 
vilege, nepotism and profiteer¬ 
ing. Thousands of workers joined 
Thursday's match, and many 
cited corruption as the reason. 

Officials “turn public fends 
into their own private wealth,” 
fumed one taxi driver. “Of course 
I support the students." 

’• Out-of-uniform soldiers and 
:i -police also have expressed syro- 
"'pathy, and some have sent letters 
of support to Beijing University 
students. 

However, today's students are 
finding it harder than in 1919 to 
turn this silent support into ac¬ 
tion, in part because of govern¬ 
ment control over jobs, housing 
and other necessities. 

“I can't just find another job, 
and I depend on my work unit for 
housing and my child’s educa¬ 
tion,” said one worker. 

Older intellectuals also are 
fearful of showing support. Many 
have been jailed, criticised or 
sent to the countryside during 
past leftist campaigns. 

But perhaps the strongest fac¬ 
tor discouraging protests from 
spreading to all sectors of society, 
as in 1919, is a deep yearning 
among most Chinese for peace. 

Momories are vivid of the 
1966-76 far leftist cultural revolu¬ 
tion, Mao Tse-Tung's final effort 
to perpetuate class struggle. 
Thousands of people were killed 
and tens of thousands suffered. 

One university teacher who ap¬ 
plauded the students said it is this 
memory that keep him from mar¬ 
ching. "In my heart, I don't want 
another cultural revolution.” 




Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIS KA WAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Sircei 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 604676, 604696 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman. near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:110-3:30 
■ p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 



CROWN 
INT’L EST. 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 

^I 

Tel: 664090.660852 
Tlx: 22205 BESMCO JO 
PX>. Box 926487 
AMMAN JORDAN_ A 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine tn Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Take away available 
Open dailv 12:00 ■ 13-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 / 


3HAH 3HT b 
C l TZUflT UPY P 

YTIJAUP «10T 

QJ0H32UQH ,/f 

sn 

Q rtiw J3id 


''CHEN'S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00- 3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight / 
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Message for the 
close of Ramadan 

The following is a text of a tetter from the Political Council of 
Iatemligious Dialogue on the occasion of Ramadan's eod and the EidAI 
Her celebrations. 

1409/1989 

Dear Muslim Friends, 

Brothers and Sisters in God, 

ON the occasion on the fast of Ramadan and the feast of AJ-Fhr, 
we sue pleased to wish you a happy feast in the name of our 
Secretariat, which this year has been given a new name: •*The 
Pontifical Council for InterreRgioas Dialogne*’. This title expresses 
much more clearly and in a more positive way the purpose of our 
office. 

Onr Council, which is celebrating the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of Us existence, took the initiative soon after its estabtistonent of 

cpi y/if ig ynn a n ftnnnal mfiBSBggj. id order to CXprCSS OUT friendship, 

to emphasise the brotherhood muting those who beSeve in the one 
living and true God, and so s/ffirm our esteem for the spiritual 
values attached to the fast of R amadan . 

One of these values which we would IBce to highlight this year is 
the unity oT the human family which is professed by our two 
religions, and which the practice of fasting invites us to deepen. 
Indeed, through fasting we experience our weakness and are led to 
refy on God's strength. Fasting also develops in ns the sense of 
community; it brings chaser together the rich and the poor, the 
most privileged and the most needy; it encourages believers to be 
reconciled with all their brethren. Fasting teaches us interdepend¬ 
ence and solidarity, which are the Bruit of true conversion of heart. 
And it is this same which enables us, Christians and Muslims. to 
foster mutual esteem and trust, so that beyond our differences we 
may together promote the building up of the human family. 

In expressing to you our best wishes for this feast of AJ Fitr, we 
ask the Lord to Mess the efforts we make in order to understand 
one another better, and to increase in us daily the good will and. 
love required of us by oar two religions. 

Frauds Card Arinze 
President 


Ethnic strife threatens 
Pakistan’s Sind province 


By Oliver Wales 

Reuter 

HYDERABAD, Pakistan — Ali, 
a successful professional man, is 
thinking of leaving his gracious, 
colonnaded house in the centre of 
Hyderabad. 

“I am a Sindhi, this is a Moha- 
jir area,' 1 is his simple explana¬ 
tion. 

All’s story is repeated through¬ 
out Pakistan's southern province 
of Sind. Frightened by the pros¬ 
pect of ethnic violence, people 
are separating into their own 
communities and the province of 
24 million people is threatening 
to disintegrate. 

Thousands of Mohaj irs, immig¬ 
rants from India, are abandoning 
their homes and businesses in the 
small towns along the Indus Riv¬ 
er, according to community 
spokesmen. 

They are moving mainly to the 
giant metropolis of Karachi 
where the organised political 
power and Kalashnikov assault 
rifles of their militants give them 
greater security. 

The province has a history of 
unrest and most of the 900 people 
killed in the past two and a half 
years died in fighting between 
Mohajirs and Pashtuns from the 
north. 

Now Mohajir-Sindhi strife has 
come to the fore. At least 60 
people have died in five cities and 
towns since March 10 and more 
violence is widely expected. 

“The situation here is explo¬ 
sive," said Hyderabad’s Mohajir 
Mayor Aftab Sheikh, who still 
carries three bullets in his body 
from an assassination attempt a 
year agp. 

“The militias are there, the 
private armies are there," leading 
Sindhi politician Hamida Khuro 
said. “It is getting to be a Beirut 
situation — people are moving 
into separate ethnic zones.” 




The problem is rooted in the 
partitioning of British India in 
1947 into predominantly Hindu 
India and Islamic Pakistan. Many 
urban Sindhis were Hindus, who 
left for India en masse. 

Their place was taken by Urdu- 
speaking Muslims who migrated 
to Pakistan from Bihar, Uttar 
Pradesh and other Indian states. 
The Mohajirs (refugees), as they 
became known, were mainly mid¬ 
dle class and tended to be better- 
educated than the Sindhis. 

They rocketed onto the politic¬ 
al scene in 1985 when the muscu¬ 
lar Mohajir National Movement 
(MQM) was formed. 

Hard-line Mohajirs want to 
turn Karachi, which has a popula¬ 
tion of about eight million, into a 
fifth province. 

Sindhi nationalists want more 
autonomy — some say independ¬ 
ence — and controls on migra¬ 
tion. 

Mad ad Ali Sindhi, editor of the 
Hyderabad newspaper Sind Daily ■ 
News, said: “If the situation is 
not controlled there could be civil 
war in Sind’s two biggest rides." 

Some of the bloodshed is dear¬ 
ly pre-planned, as when gunmen 
sprayed bullets in several Mohajir 
areas of Hyderabad simul¬ 
taneously last September, killing 
almost 200 people. 

On other occasions fighting 
flares from trivial causes, like 
traffic accidents. 

_Hyderabad has been under 

night curfew since early April. 
Troops in battledress man sand¬ 
bagged checkpoints and rooftop 
posts at the entrance to the city of 
a miilion-and-a-half people and 
patrol the streets at night. 

..The military are enforcing a 
c urfew in several suburbs of . 
Karachi, 175 kilometres to the 
west. Soldiers search vehicles and 
travellers on the mai n road into 
the city. 
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P CHINESE'. 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
. Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-G 
Charcoal naming Pot 
Ta k a away rerview. 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30 p.m. - midnight •. 

LocaiionrNear 3rd Circle . 
' opposite AkBafoHoigpHar - 

-Tel: 641993 
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Riddle of the sphinx 
gives archaeologists 

nightmares 


By Jeffrey Bartboiet 

Reuters 

GIZA, Egypt — Legend has it 
that the sphinx once appeared to 
a Pharaonic prince in a dream, 
asking for help against en¬ 
croaching desert sands. 

Now the 4,600-year-old sculp¬ 
ture of a lion with a human head, 
crouching below the massive Giza 
pyramids on the outskirts of 
Cairo, is giving restoration ex¬ 
perts nightmares. 

Time has shaved off the fabu¬ 
lous monster's beard and lopped 
off its earlobes, nose and bits of 
its chin. Each day, flakes of 
limestone float away. 

According to ancient Greek 
myth the sphinx posed a riddle no 
man but cedipus could answer. 
His modern counterparts—some 
of the world's top archaeologists 
— are once more wrestling with 
:the riddle of how to preserve it. 
.as each falling stone provokes 
controversy. 

“It's not just an old building 
■you’re going to refurbish and 
.renovate.” said archaeological 
chemist Omar Arini. “Basically, 
you’re dealing with a lousy rock 
that's been a lousy rock forever.” 

. The sculpture, whose bead is 
possibly that of the Pharaoh 
Chephren, was hewn from rock 
of poor quality. Some scientists 
believe repairs began soon after 
the monument was completed. 

Much of the damage to the 
sphinx's mutilated face hap¬ 
pened in ancient times. Its nose, 
according to one account, was 
hacked off in the ninth century by 
a Muslim zealot trying to discour¬ 


age idol worship. 

Pollution has taken its toll and 
Egyptian authorities plan to ban 
cars from the Giza plateau later 
this year. 

After a few damaging restora¬ 
tion attempts in modem times, 
archaeologists have come foil cir¬ 
cle. they now believe the methods 
used by Pharaonic and Roman 
workmen were the best. 

The sphinx is the most promin¬ 
ent restoration case in a country 
with thousands of ancient tombs 
and temples. 

Archaeologists say more than a 
dozen important monuments 
need immediate care. 

The most famous restoration of 
the sphinx was recorded in 
hieroglyphs on the so-called' 
“Dream Stela” that stands be¬ 
tween the outstretched paws of 
the 70-metre high sculpture. 

The inscription of on the Stela 
tells the dream of Tuthmosis IV 
as he slept near the sphinx before 
he becane pharaoh. The man-lion 
promised the young prince glory 
if he rescued him from en¬ 
croaching desert sands. 

“Behold thou me the sphinx 
demanded.” I jam thy father ... 
who will give tbee my kingdom 
on earth at the head of the living. 

“Thou shalt be to me a protec¬ 
tor. for my manner is as if I were 
ailing in all my limbs,” said the 
sphinx, sinking beneath the thre¬ 
atening sands. 

Archaeologists say the desert 
blanket, which was removed by 
Tuthmosis but later returned, 
protected the sphinx from man 
and the elements. 

“1 just think that the best thing 
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to do is cover it with sand again," 
said Zahi Hawass, director of the 
Giza plateau area. “No one 
knows what to do ... if anyone 
gives you a proposal (for restor- 
.rng the sphinx), it will be attacked 
by both foreigners and Egyp¬ 
tians.” 

One of the most damaging 
attempts to restore the sphinx 
occurred two decades ago when 
scientists injected a chemical into 
its chest to harden the rock. 

“There is nothing left of the 
treatment. It all flaked off. and 
look with it some of the mother 
rock that it was supposed to 
preserve,” said Arini. 

“The was the state of the art at 
the time — now we know it didn’t 
wort:.” 

Such experiments have made 
archaeologists cautious about the 
use of modem techniques. Com¬ 
mon wisdom now dictates that 
less interference is better. 

In the early 1960s, the non¬ 
interference policy led to a deci¬ 
sion under former Egyptian Anti¬ 
quities Organisation Director 
Ahmed Qadri to build a new 
casing around parts of the sphinx 
to help support it, without using 
large amounts of mortar. 

Unfortunately, none of the de- 
dsion-makers oversaw the work 
of the village stone-masons. 
Where ancient workmen bad laid 
small bricks with little or no 
mortar to protect parts of the 
monument, modem masons used 
heaps of mortar and large blocks. 

The mortar caused more stone 
to flake away. A 300-kilogramme 
block dropped from the sphinx’s 
shoulder in 1988. 

Opinion is now divided on 
whether to leave the bgly casing 
or remove it. 

“From now on, I am not going 
to let anyone touch the sphinx at 
all,” said Hawass, who wants to 
remove the casing. “A plan will 
have to be approved by an inter¬ 
national committee.” 

Hawass said Egyptian officials 
would meet in September with 
members of the national academy 
of science in Washington to talk 
about assembling an international 
team of experts. 

The team would live at the site, 
read all available research and 
develop a complete plan of ac¬ 
tion, Hawass said. 


With more than 7000 cases of blindness, 
the Luapula Valley is a public health hots¬ 
pot for Zambia. A team of researchers has 
confirmed that vitamin A deficiency is-a 
major culprit. In general, they say, most 
cases of blindness are preventable. 


By Daniel Lobinga 

ABOUT 30 million people in the 
world today are blind, according 
to estimates by the World Health 
Organisation. Ninety-three per 
cent of them live in developing 
countries, with Africa accounting 
for about 20 per cent of the world 
total. 

The general term “blindness” 
is defined by WHO as the inabil¬ 
ity to count fingers from a dis¬ 
tance of 3 metres. 

The significance of the statistics 
is that the incidence is nearly 20 
times higher than in the indus¬ 
trialised countries. This calls for 
pragmatic measures to curb this 
scourge and to improve the living 
conditions of the blind. 

Zambia has a population of 
about 7 million. A total of 12.750 
people — or about one in 550 — 
are listed as completely blind. 

“This is probably less than the 
actual number of the blind," says 
Dr. Everest Njelesani, the direc¬ 
tor of medical services at the 
Ministry of Health. “The number 
of those with various degrees of 
sight impairment must be much 
higher.” 

Following an extensive survey 
investigating the causes of blind¬ 
ness in an area known as the the 
Luapula Valley, steps are now 
being taken to redress the situa¬ 
tion. 

To help Zambia better under¬ 
stand and deal with blindness, 
IDRC provided financial support 
for the Luapula Valley Eye Dis¬ 
ease Survey in 1985. The resear¬ 
chers are attempting to identify 
the magnitude and causes of eye 
disease and blindness in the Val¬ 
ley so that interventions can be 
planned. 

The area, located in the north¬ 
west of Luapula Province in 
northern Zambia, is not called 
the “Valley of the Blind” for 
nothing. With a total of 7265 
cases (1985 figure), it has the 
highest rate of blindness in the 
country. 

Medical experts admit that 
blindness has been an important 
public health problem in the area 
for well over 5Q years: Few-re¬ 


searchers, however, have been 
able to provide concrete evidence 
as to the actual causes of blind¬ 
ness in the Luapula. 

In the past, the explanations 
advanced have been a matter of 
speculation. Among the vast 
majority of Zambians, the belief 
has long persisted that blindness 
in die Valley is due to the high 
consumption of contaminated 
fish. 

Traditional healer 

A prominent Zambian tradi¬ 
tional healer "Dr" Rodwell Von- 
go has his own contribution to the 
incessant debate. He told a semi¬ 
nar on eye diseases in Africa last 
February that blindness was also 
caused by mSgic, (witchcraft), 
evil spirits, ghosts, and man¬ 
made genies. Furthermore, 
“heavy smoking of tobacco, espe¬ 
cially in pipe, over many years 
produces disturbances and leads 
to visual failure especially to dis¬ 
tinguish red colour.” 

Previous scientific research 
suggests that the causes of blind¬ 
ness in the valley are much less 
certain. “When we looked at the 
literature since 1945, when the 
Royal Commonwealth Society 
for the Blind conducted research, 
we found conflicting reports as to 
the cause of blindness," explains 
David Mwandu, co-principal in¬ 
vestigator for the Luapula Valley 
Eye Disease Survey. 

Mwandu. a nutritionist with 
the Tropical Diseases Research 
Centre in the city of Ndola, said 
the work of these early resear¬ 
chers was mostly sporadic, done 
by individuals, and their results 
made it impossible for the gov¬ 
ernment to institute preventive 
measures. 

In 1955. John Wilson visited 
Mununga and conlcuded that 
“mutii,” a local eye ointment, 
was responsible for eye disease. 
“It is my firm conviction that 
these African preparations are 
the main cause of the... lesions." 
Wilson declared. 

In 1961. the Royal Common¬ 
wealth Society for the Blind sent 
a physician to the Kambowa Cen¬ 


tre for the Blind near Ndola to 
examine blind children from 
Luapula Valley. The visiting doc¬ 
tor reported that the principal 
cause of blindness was corneal 
“necrosis” (death of living tissue) 
due to malnutrition during infan¬ 
cy and early childhood. This was 
precipitated by debilitating dis¬ 
eases such as measles and aggra¬ 
vated by secondary infections and 
by native treatment. 

1 Freelance journalist Ephraim 
Sumaili is one victim of eye dis¬ 
ease who spent his early child¬ 
hood in the Valley. He supports 
the contention that local medi¬ 
cine was the cause rather than the 
cure, saying he himself nearly 
went blind because of it. “My 
eyes just got worse and worse 
with the mutti that was applied to 
them.” Sumaili said he finally 
refused the herbal treatment and 
instead sought medical help from 
a government health centre. 

But that plethora of conflicting 
reports may finally have found its 
resting ground with the results of 
the recent survey. In the dry 
season of 1985. between August 
and December, a number of in¬ 
terested groups collaborated to 
conduct a survey in the Luapula 
with some 23 field staff led by 
Mwandu. The partnership in¬ 
cluded die Tropical Diseases Re¬ 
search Centre, the Zambia 
Flying Doctor Service, the 
National Food and Nutrition 
Commission, the Ministry of 
Health, and the International 
Centre for Epidemiologic and 
Preventive Ophthalmology. 

WHO guidelines 

Based on WHO guidelines. 
7000 people from 110 villages 
were surveyed; 5000 of the parti¬ 
cipants were under six years old. 

Individuals in the sample were 
examined at a central point in the 
village. Subjects were screened 
for eye disease and blindness by 
means of a visual acuity test in 
which a series of increasingly 
small letters known as the Land- 
olt E chart is read. This was 
supplemented by a test using -a 
pinhole device. Those whose vi¬ 
sion proved to be below an estab¬ 
lished level underwent eye ex¬ 
aminations with an ophthalmo¬ 
scope and other devices to deter¬ 
mine the cause of die problem. 

To identify malnutrition in chil¬ 
dren, weight and height were 
recorded and any history of infec¬ 
tious diseases noted. From blood 
samples, vitamin A levels were 
measured. Subjects were also in¬ 
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terviewed to establish socioeco¬ 
nomic conditions, food consump¬ 
tion patterns, and use of health 
facilities. 

According to the findings, two 
per cent of pre-school children in 
Luapula had a xerophthalmia 
(Greek for “dry eye"I, a disease 
caused by vitamin A deficiency. 
It was found to be a major cause 
of blindness in the children. 

Unfortunately, the Luapula 
Valley is lacking in most of-the 
foods rich in vitamin A — such as 
meat (especially liver), eggs, 
milk, butter, green leafy veget¬ 
ables, carrots, mangoes and 
papaya. Mangoes, papaya, and 
bananas are grown mainly be¬ 
tween November and March and 
eaten only when they're in 
season. 

Green vegetables are grown in 
small quantities. Meat and milk, 
however, are not available as 
very few domestic animals are 
raised in the area. Fish are abun¬ 
dant but their livers, which are 
rich in vitamin A. are normally 
removed before eating. Furth¬ 
ermore, most of the fish catch is 
taken to the nearby Copperbelt 
and other parts of Zambia where 
it is sold for cash. 

Analysis of blood samples 
taken during the survey revealed 
that 75 per cent of the children 
were deficient in vitamin A. 
Other contributing factors in the 
development of xerophthalmia 
are malnutrition, measles, malar¬ 
ia. diarrhoea, upper respiratory 
infections, poor diet, and lack of 
suitable weaning foods. 

The survey also revealed an 
overall prevalence of nearly 7 per 
cent for cataracts and nearly 3 per 
cent for comeal opacities among 
the survey population. 

As for trachoma, a contagious 
eye disease related to poor sanit¬ 
ary conditions, its overall preva¬ 


lence was 13.4 per cent. Tracho¬ 
ma is an inflammation of the 
mucous membranes on the inner 
surface of the eyelids, and is 
caused by a pathogenic microor¬ 
ganism called chlamydia. Acute 
forms of trachoma were observed 
mainly in those younger than 50, 
whereas complications were com¬ 
mon in those older than 50. 

To combat xerophthalmia it 
was recommended that vitamin A 
capsules be distributed on a mass 
scale through community health 
workers, village headmen, and 
rural health centre staff, as well 
as through child immunisation 
programmes. 

For trachoma, it was recom¬ 
mended that tetracycline eye 
ointment be made available 
through the same distribution sys¬ 
tem. But the researchers also 
recommended health education 
through schools, women’s clubs, 
and rural health centres. 

For cataracts, it was recom¬ 
mended that surgical services be 
extended to rural hospitals, and 
that service through mobile eye 
clinics be boosted. Additionally, 
efforts to immunise preschool 
children, against measles should 
be intensified within hospitals, 
clinics, and mobile health care 
units. 

The survey team noted that the 
vast majority of blindness in rhe 
Luapula Valley is preventable. 
The problem of eye disease and 
blindness is the responsibility of 
both of the individual and of 
many other sectors of society. In 
particular, health, agriculture, 
education, and local government 
have key roles to play — IDRC 
report. 


Daniel Lubinga is a freelance 
Journalist based in Ndola. 
Zambia. 


Agriculture: S. Arabia 


A victim of its own success 


THE growth in agriculture in 
recent years is one of the more 
remarkable facets of Saudi de¬ 
velopment. In .little more than 10 
years, the kingdom has emerged 
as a major wheat exporter, and is 
virtually self-sufficient in veget¬ 
ables, eggs, poultry and dairy 
products. In the past five years 
alone the sector's annual output 
has tripled in value to more than 
$6,000 million. 

As surpluses mount, the finan¬ 
cial and environmental costs of 
the achievement are coming 
under scrutiny. But doubts about 
the sector's long-term viability, 
most often expressed by foreign 
observers, are not yet shared by 
agriculture’s domestic defenders, 
who are still flushed with pride at 
their success. 

The growth in wheat produc¬ 
tion has been the most striking. A 
harvest of just 300,000 tonnes in 
1975/76 had risen to an estimated 
2.8 million tonnes by 3988. Pro¬ 
jections based on seed orders 
suggest that output in 1989 will 
reach 3 million tonnes. The wheat 
production policy was originally 
devised to promote food security 
and turn the kingdom into the 
breadbasket for the GCCs six 
member states. Performance has 
since outstripped the needs of 
security and self-sufficiency by a 
wide margin. Domestic demand 
averages 800,000 tonnes a year 
and the GCC absorbs a further 
400,000 tonnes. The 1988 surplus 
of 3.6 million tonnes found mar¬ 
ket as far away as China and 
Colombia. 

The achievements is all the 
more astonishing when set 
against the harshness of the en¬ 
vironment. Skilful irrigation and 
elaborate husbandry have trans¬ 
formed desert soil that, with high 
levels of salinity, gypsum and 
sand, was virtually devoid of nut¬ 
rients. Vast areas of previously 
barren land have come under 


central pivot irrigation. 

The innovations required in 
such inhospitable‘conditions have 
challenged the technical ingenui¬ 
ty of European and U.S. agro¬ 
industrial concerns. Fanners have 
been aided by interest-free, loans 
from the Saudi Arabian Agri¬ 
cultural Bank, free land, subsi¬ 
dised fertilisers, feed and equip¬ 
ment. 

The growth in output has been 
fuelled by the fact producers re¬ 
ceive guaranteed purchase prices 
for wheat. Having created - the 
structure, the government has be¬ 
come a victim of its own success 
and is tied to a costly support 
system which makes little econo- 1 
mic sense. Indeed, independent 
analysts estimate that the king¬ 
dom exported wheat in 1987 at 
just 30 per cent of its purchase 
and shipment price. The author¬ 
ities paid farmers $533 a tonne to 
produce wheat that was available 
on the world market for $120. 

Guaranteed purchase prices for 
wheat have come down, from SR 
$3.50 a kilogramme to SR 2, 
without having the desired impact 
on output. In January 1988, 
veteran Agriculture and Water 
Minister Abdel-Rahman Al- 
Shaikh confidently predicted a 
levelling-off in wheat output, at 
about 2.3 million — 2.4 million 
tonnes a year. Instead, the state- 
owned Grain Silos & Hour Mills 
Organisation (GSFMO) — the 
official purchasing agent — was 
freed with a harvest which grew 
by 500,000 tonnes. 

The five state-owned fanning 
corporations and the largest pri¬ 
vate concern, Al-Rajhi Com¬ 
pany, have been told that the 
guaranteed purchase price for the 
1989 harvest will fall by 25 per 
cent to SR 1.50 a kilogramme. A 
low ceiling has been set on the 
volume to be bought from the six, 
understood to be 200,000 tonnes. 
The slightly more coercive 


approach may succeed in reduc¬ 
ing wheat harvests where simple 
persuasion dearly failed. Yet the 
purchase price for smaller private 
farmers, who produce an esti¬ 
mated 88 per cent of the wheat 
crop, remains unchanged. The 
smaller farmers have higher pro¬ 
duction costs and would suffer 
more from cuts in the purchase 
price or limits set by GSFMO on 
the crop volumes it is prepared to 
■buy. 

Analysts suggest that the real 
target of the revised pridng poli¬ 
cy is not wheat overproduction 
but the costly import of barley. 
Given the relatively low yields a 
hectare, fanners are reluctant to 
grow barley wh$n far higher re¬ 
turns can be achieved on wheat. 
Demand fof barley is estimated at 
4 million-6 million tonnes a year, 
-of which only 250,000 tonnes is 
produced locally. The kingdom is 
the world’s largest barley impor¬ 
ter. Reductions in wheat purch¬ 
ase prices should encourage lar¬ 
ger barley plantings in 1989 by 
the big Companies. In anticipa¬ 
tion of the increase, GSFMO is 
building new silos in Qassim and 
A1 Kharj. The guaranteed 


purchase price for the grain is 
unchanged at SR 1 a kilogramme 
and a controversial import sub¬ 
sidy was abolished by decree on 
Jan. 2. 

The cautious manoeuvring on 
wheat and barley pricing and 
production reveals the sensitivity 
of tampering with this area of 
government largesse. Agricultu¬ 
ral policy contains elements of 
soda! and political engineering 
which, for the time being, out¬ 
weigh simple cost considerations. 
It has a role in securing social 
stability and is a cornerstone of 
Riyadh’s policy for the regions. 
The agricultural revolution has 
been a key element in the indirect 
transfer of funds to the impover¬ 
ished central region where the 
large-scale fanning is concen¬ 
trated. It has stemmed the 
population drift to the big cities 
by bringing prosperity to the 
smaller towns and villages. Agri¬ 
culture has helped diversify the 
economy away from oil; a hasty 
reduction in support could cancel 
out achievements which the king¬ 
dom regards with great pride. 

An equally burning issue is the 
looming crisis in water resources. 


Kharg 

Island 


SAUDI ARABIA 


Agriculture accounts for a mas¬ 
sive 89 per cent of water demand, 
which unofficial estimates put at 
about 18,100 million cubic metres 
a year. Domestic consumers 
account for barley 5 per cent and 
industry for even less. Shallow 
wells that have provided water 
for pivot irrigation are drying out, 
forcing farmers to drill deeper. 
Water quality is often so low that 
corrosion halves the life of mod¬ 
ern irrigation equipment. Fossil 
water drawn from ever deeper 
reservoirs needs to be purified 
and cooled before it can be used 
for irrigation, which is contribut¬ 
ing to a steady escalation in the 
cost of delivering suitable sup¬ 
plies. Drip irrigation and sprink¬ 
lers may use water more efficient¬ 
ly than traditional flood irriga¬ 
tion. but their impact pales when 
set against the huge rise in the 
area under cultivation. 

Critical levels of aquifer deple¬ 
tion in certain areas have been 
acknowledged, but officials do 
not regard it as a cause for con¬ 
cern. The authorities say agri¬ 
cultural development was under¬ 
taken only because adequate re¬ 
sources, including water, were 
available to make it possible. 
Dam construction and green¬ 
houses are cited as exampjes of 
water conservation. 

This sanguine attitude may be¬ 
gin to seem dangerously compla¬ 
cent if water shortages become 
more acute. For some farmers 
they already are. Reports in 1987 
suggested that the Al-Kharj- 
based Saudi Arabia Agriculture 
& Dairy Company would have to 
invest up to $20 million over the 
next three years to secure suitable 
water supplies. At present, the 
guardians of the kingdom's agri¬ 
cultural policy are more con¬ 
cerned wirh the problems of suc¬ 
cess than the prospect of failure 
— MEED report. 
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Mubarak tells Egyptians to eat 
less and have fewer babies 


CAIRO <R) — President Hosni Mubarak has told 
Egyptians to eat less and have fewer babies to help 
tackle their country’s economic problems. 


Mubarak, in a televised policy 
speech Monday, said Egypr's 54 
million population grew much 
faster than its resources. 

"We increase about one mil¬ 
lion and a half each year" he said 
in his three-hour address. "It 
(population) threatens to choke 
the efforts we exert in all fields 
and quashes alt hopes of growth, 
production and development.” 

Egypt, which imports more 
than half its food, is tiding to 
reach agreement with the interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund lIMF) on 
rescheduling part of its $43 billion 
foreign debt. 

The IMF wants it to slash food 
and energy subsidies and raise 
interest rates to balance the state 
budget. 

Mubarak said that Egypt had 
taken its first steps towards eco¬ 


nomic reform but could not dras¬ 
tically cut its spending because 
this could lead to social unrest. In 
1977. sharp bread and flour price 
rises triggered riots. 

Mubarak said 3n average 
Egyptian consumed 197 kilog¬ 
rammes of wheat each year com¬ 
pared with 77 kilogrammes in 
other countries. 

He urged Egyptians not to 
waste bread, heavily-subsidised 
by the government, by using it as 
animal feed. 

Subsidies for basic foodstuffs 
such as wheat, sugar and edible 
oil between July 1988 and May 
this year reached over $6 billion, 
he said. 

“In 1981-82. it was over $2 
billion. See how consumption has 
increased because of the popula¬ 
tion. Please realise that because 


Political turmoil keeps 
Iran dependent on oil 


DUBAI (R) — Iran's economy is 
being kept afloat by oil with 
political turmoil hitting other op¬ 
tions for recovery after the eight- 
year-long Gulf war. 

Economists and oil analysts 
said Tehran was giving top prior¬ 
ity to boosting oil output and 
export capacity and would hold 
tightly to its world oil markets, 
which provide at least 90 per cent 
of its foreign exchange. 

A ban by Iranian leader 
Ayatollah Ruhotlah Khomeini on 
close ties with Western nations, 
aimed at preserving the Islamic 
ideals of his 1979 revolution, has 
blocked any influx of Western 
funds and technology, the eco¬ 
nomists said. 

"So the easiest thing to do is to 
try to find which part of the 
economy can get you the quickest 
rates of return, and the only 
sector is oil.” said an Iranian oil 
analyst. 

Higher oil export capacity 
would give Iran more clout in 
negotiating its output quota with 
other Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
states, economists said. 

That would leave Iran well- 
placed to take advantage of any 
rise in world oil demand. 

But Gulf-based bankers said 
the excessive reliance on oil could 
undermine a widely-held assump¬ 
tion that Iran, with a small exter¬ 
nal debt estimated at $5 to $6 
billion, was a good credit risk if it 
ever did decide to borrow 
abroad. 

The bankers said Iran could 
find it hard to repay any new 
loans from abroad if its hard 
currency earnings stagnated. 

Non-oil exports fell 11 per cent 
to $971 million in the 1988/89 
year to March 20, according to 
official figures. The main exports 
were carpets, pistachio nuts, 
hides, and copper bars, the First 
three being cheap goods with a 
limited market- 

Political upheavals have ended 
expectation that Iran, after 
agreeing a ceasefire from last 
August in its war with Iraq, 
would start emergency repairs to 
its manufacturing base and other 
sectors of its shattered economy. 

Tehran fell out with Western 
nations after Khomeini issued a 
death edict in February against 
British author Salman Rushdie 
for alleged blasphemy in his novel 
"The Satanic Verses.” 

Last month Khomeini sacked 
his designated successor. Ayatol¬ 
lah Hossein Ali Montazeri, who 
was widely regarded as a moder¬ 
ate. A successor has not been 
appointed. 

Deputy Prime Minister Hamid 
Miizadeh in charge of economic 
reconstruction said last month 
that foreign borrowing would 
hurt Iran’s independence. 

Oil analysts calculate Iran's oil 


output capacity at just over three 
million barrels per day (b/d) and 
its export capacity at just over 2.5 
million. 

Its OPEC output quota is 2.64 
million b/d. the same as Iraq's but 
a Reuter survey for March 
showed it producing three million 
b/d. 

Iranian officials say the balance 
is going into stockpiles. 

Oil also has to support most of 
Iran's barter trade and provide 
fuel for its industrial sector, 
which Iranian economists calcu¬ 
late is running at an average 40 
per cent capacity due to a 50 per 
cent shortfall in energy supplies. 

Those uses of its oil cut the 
amount of foreign exchange that 
Iran can earn by selling it abroad. 

The 1989/90 budget allocated 
$1 billion of foreign exchange to 
the energy ministry and the 
National Iranian Oil Company 
was allowed to reinvest all its 
profits in projects to boost output 
and sales of oil, gas, and pet¬ 
rochemicals. 


Reuters sees 
goodgrowth 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 


Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Ahdoun and many other 
locations. 


LONDON (R) — The world 
news and information organisa¬ 
tion Reuters expects continued 
good growth in 1989 as net new 
orders for its products remained 
high. 

Reuters Holdings PLC Chair¬ 
man Christopher Hogg told the 
company’s annual general meet¬ 
ing that gross new orders for core 
Reuter products were strong and, 
although cancellations were 
heavier than normal, the net 
order rate was high enough to 
sustain growth. 

"Costs remain under tight con¬ 
trol and last year's rationalisation 
programme is having the in¬ 
tended effect on margins,” Hogg 
said. 

Reuters introduced its rationa¬ 
lisation scheme after the global 
stock market crash of 1987 re¬ 
sulted in cancellations of orders 
for Reuter products in a tighter 
financial market and difficult 
trading conditions. 

The company's pre-tax profit in 
1988 was up 20.5 per cent of 
£215.4 million {$365.4 million) 
while revenues rose 15.7 per cent 
to £1 billion ($1.7 billion). 

Despite cost restraints, Reuters 
was preparing to launch several 
major new products which will 
make a substantial contribution 
to the company’s growth from 
1990. Hogg said. 

Reuters supplies a wide range 
of services to both business sub¬ 
scribers and the news media. It 
obtains its information from 
around 156 exchanges and over- 
the-counter markets, from data 
contributed directly by more than 
3,570 subscribers in 80 countries 
and from a network of over 1,190 
journalists, photographers and 
cameramen. 

It distributes information via 
some 173,000 video terminals and 
teleprinters, and directly into 
clients' computers. 


we can no longer live like this.'* 
Mubarak said. 

Mubarak also urged Egyptians 
not to have nine or 10 children if 
they could not provide them with 
a decent life. "If you want to give 
your country a present, give it a 
healthy, strong and educated 
family instead of a complexed 
and weak one.” 

Mubarak said he was aware 
economic reforms were compli¬ 
cated and time-consuming. “To 
overcome this challenge, every 
citizen must be ready to contri¬ 
bute... to keep away from exces¬ 
sive consumption and to protect 
public funds.” 

Western analysts based in 
Cairo said Egypt had already 
raised domestic price on electric¬ 
ity and some oil products by 30 to 
40 per cent. 

Mubarak said oil, one of Egypt's 
main foreign currency earners, 
only brought in $1.8 billion last 
year compared with about $2 
billion in 1987. 


He said he was not trying to 
paint a gloomy picture. "We must 
know what the illness is so we can 
treat it. If we don’t know it, we 
will walk in the dark until we 
fall." 


Interest rates to go up before 
mid of Mav 



AFM trading exceeds JD 10m 


Egypt plans to announce in¬ 
creases on domestic interest rates 
in two weeks time, a central bank 
official said Tuesday. 

Cairo newspapers quoted 
Prime Minister Atef Sedki last 
week as saying interest rates 
would be raised Monday in a 
move to increase savings. Mon¬ 
day was a public holiday in Egypt 
and all banks were closed. 


The official, who asked not to 
be identified, told Reuters: "We 
are working on the final details 
and expect to make the 
announcement in two weeks.” 

He said the central bank re- 


Hosni Mubarak 

commended an increase of two to 
four per cent on deposit rates and 
one to two per cent on loans. 
Banks now have a maximum rate 
of 13 per cent on deposits. 

The IMF has urged Egypt to 
hoist interest rates up to 25 per 
cent as part of economic reforms 
which would dear the way for 
new credits and a rescheduling of 
foreign debt. 

Egypt hopes to reach agree¬ 
ment with the IMF to reschedule 
about $4 billion due from July 1 
last year to the end of next 
month. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The total 
volume of trading at the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) during 
the past month amounted to JD 
10,043315 against JD 4,835,055 
in the same month of 1988. thns 
registering an increase of 107.7 
per cent, according to the AFM’s 
Monthly Bulletin. 

The bulletin said that the total 
number of shares traded at the 
AFM was 6,521,051 against 
4.468,607 in April of 1988, an 
increase of 45.9 per cent. 

During April 1989 a total of 
8,615 contracts were concluded at 
the AFM against 5,912 in the 
same month of the past year 
while the average daily volume of 
transactions was JD 456314 in 
the past month against JD 
230,241 m April 1988. 

The bulletin said that the aver¬ 
age number of shares traded on a 
daily basis in April 1989 was 
estimated at 294.411, registering 
an increase of 39.3 per cent over 
figures released for April 1988. 

The industrial sector last 
month acquired the lion's share 
of the total operations, account¬ 
ing for JD 6,226,855 or 62 per 


cent of the total volume of trad- with 112.1 point in die same 
ing, followed by the banks and month of last year. The bulletin j 
financial companies at JD 243 indicated that the prices of in- i 
per cent. Services stood at 11.1 dustrial companies, banks and! 
per cent and the insurance sector services sectors 1 rose in the past ] 
accounted only for 2.6 per cent of month by 23.3 per cent, 19.4 pec j 
the total trading. cent and 13.5 per cent respective:: 

The AFM bulletin noted that ly, but the insurance sector de-- 




The AFM bulletin noted that 
the highest closing figure was 
124.4 points last month compared 


ly, but the insurance sector de-' 
dined by 14.5 per points to reach] 
8.5 per cent. I:' 


Alfonsin admits mistake^ 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Capital flight aggravates Arab problems Iraq, Lebanon said in $100m trade deal 


DUBAI (R) — Arab countries, save for the richest gulf oil 
producers, suffer from economic policies which encourage dtizens 
to send their money abroad unofficially, a leading regional 
economist said. People try to build up foreign currency assets 
abroad to escape the effects of inflation and unrealistic official 
exchange and interest rates at home, said Henry Azzam, chief 
economist at Gulf International Bank. Such capital flight, even 
when narrowly defined as an increase in private foreign deposits, 
seriously aggravates the external debt of Arab countries, he said in 
an article for Arab Banker magazine. He said that, according to 
statistics from the International Monetary Fund, foreign bank 
deposits held by nationals could pay back 27 per cent of Jordan's 
external debt or 29 per cent of Syria's debt if the money was 
repatriated. If treated as part of a country's foreign exchange 
reserves, foreign bank deposits would amount to 102 per cent of 
Algeria's official reserves or a massive 5,123 per cent of Sudan's 
official reserves, he said. 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq plans to import $50 million worth of 
industrial goods from Lebanon under a trade pact with the military 
government of Major-General Michel Aoun, A1 Itrihad newspap-. 
er reported Monday. Iraq would in turn sell $50 million worth of 
dates, motoT spares, medicines, sulphur, fertilisers and rice to 
Lebanon. Lebanon will sell to Iraqi semi-finished material for the 
production of textiles, electric cables, detergents, alcohol and 
shoes, the newspaper said. 


Japan’s foreign reserves top $100 billion 


Morocco raises minimum wages 


RABAT (R) — The Moroccan government raised legal minimum 
wages by 10 per cent Monday as thousands of workers took part in 
traditional May Day parades. Labour Minister Hassan Abbadi said 
in a broadcast that the increase would enable workers to benefit 
from the country's economic performance last year when gross 
domestic product grew by 10 per cent and the inflation rate was 
kept to 2.3 percent. Legal minimum wages were set in January last 
year at 4.32 dirhams (51 cents) an hour in industry and 22.35 
dirhams ($2.66) a day in agriculture. Unions have staged numerous 
strikes in the mining, banking, oil and food sectors in the past six 
months in support of demands for higher pay and other benefits. 


TOKYO (AP) — Japan's foreign exchange reserves surged to 
more than $100 billion In April, a ministry of finance official said 
Tuesday. The ministry official said this marked the largest amount 
of exchange reserves amassed by one country since the Internation¬ 
al Monetary Fund began monitoring reserve funds, which measure 
a country’s ability to make foreign payments. Japan's supply of 
foreign exchange, which has been increasing since December 1985, 
reached $100,361 billion at the end of April, the official said, 
requesting anonymity. Although in previous months Japan’s 
foreign reserves had been increasing by about $500 million per 
month, in April reserves increased $1,008 billion. The official 
attributed the sudden increase primarily to a surge in income from 
working capital, including U.S. Treasury bonds. 


Guyana president resists pressure 


Iraq dissolves state business federation 


BAGHDAD (AP) — The Iraqi government, reversing a 20-year- 
old nationalisation, dissolved the state-run business federation to 
allow businessmen to set up their own, the government-run 
business weekly reported Tuesday. The weekly Ai Ittihad 
announced that the ruling Revolutionary Command Council 
decided to disband the General Federation of Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry and allow merchants and industrialists to 
set up two separate organisations. According to the decree, there 
will be separate chambers of commerce in each Iraqi town, in 
addition to a national organisation for industrialists. All members 
of the two federations will be elected by businessmen In direct and 
secret balloting, the weekly said. The government dissolved the 
independent system twenty years ago and integrated the two 
federations into a single body run by the government. The decision 
is a further step in (tying to revitalise the Iraqi economy by giving 
private businessmen more freedom in running their affairs. 


GEORGETOWN (AP) — President Desmond Hoyte Monday 
vowed he would not back down from his austerity programme in 
strike-torn Guyana, as the government, the political opposition 
and unions failed to overcome an impasse in their talks. Strikes in 
the key sugar and bauxite industries entered their fourth week. 
"The budget will not be withdrawn," Hoyte said at a Labour Day 
rally. “The die is cast and it should be clear that government 
intends to push on because it is the only sensible course to take." 
The International Monetary Fund-induced austerity programme 
has provoked a 70 per cent devalution of the Guyana dollar, now 
33 to one U.S. dollar. The rate adjustment hassent food prices 
soaring by at least 250 per cent. Strikes protesting the budget have 
been going on since the first week of April. The seven strongest 
mem tiers of the Federation of Independent Trade Unions of 
Guyana (FITUG) announced at a separate rally in Georgetown 
Sunday that the work halts will go on “until year end if necessary.” 


S. Korea to streamline trading systems 


Coit Firearms to be sold 


HARTFORD. Connecticut {AP) — The historic firearms business 
that gave Colt Industries Inc. its name will be sold, company 
officials in New York have announced. Colt is attempting to find a 
buyer for Colt Firearms, which employs 1.100 workers at two 
plants in West Hartford and Hartford, spokesman Michael Dunn 
said. The firearms division, which has been mired in a three year old 
strike, also recently lost its contract to manufacture M-16 rifles for 
the U.S. military’. But Dunn said neither was a factor in the 
announcement. Colt management decided the company should 
focus on its aerospace, automobile and industrial services sectors. 
Dunn said. Dunn refused to disclose sales and revenue figures for 
the firearms division. Colt Industries, based in New’ York, is a 
privately held company and does not publicly disclose its financial 
statements. Coll was founded in 1836 in Hartford by Samuel Coll, 
the inventor of the famous Colt .45 handgun. The company now 
makes rifles and handguns for military and civilian use. Dunn said 
he expected a purchaser of the gun manufacturer to retain the Colt 
name. 


SEOUL (AP) — South Korea plans to streamline its trading 
systems and adopt a generalised system of preference for develop¬ 
ing nations, news reports have said. The prefrences system would 
include tariff cuts and quota increases intended to encourage 
exports from developing countries, according to Yonhap,the South 
Korean news agency. Yonhap said the trade and industry ministry 
also decided to expand exports to developing nations on a 
deferred-payment basis and enlarge the economic development 
cooperation fund for those countries. The ministry decided on the 
changes at a recent meeting take “more responsibility” for the 
world economy, the report said. 


Poland, USSR to coordinate policies 


MOSCOW (AP) — Poland and the Soviet Union have formed a 
committee to coordinate economic changes, the official TASS news 
agency has reported. The news agency said the working group 
would meet this to review five-year economic plans that will take 
effect in 1991 in the two countries. The group will work on drafting 
a model of how businesses that have begun functioning on a 
cost-accounting basis in the two countries could work together in a 
unified socialist market. Linder Soviet economic reforms, Soviet 
businesses must be financially self-sufficient — not spending more 
money than they taken in. TASS did not say exactly how Soviet 
and Polish businesses would work together. 


Indonesia hikes interest on export credits 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia 
announced an increase in the 
interest rate for rupiah export 
credits, but has allowed exporters 
to borrow other currencies at 
international rates. 


Bankers and economists said 
the move may be to shield In¬ 
donesia from criticism from its 


For more informa¬ 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


LUXURIOUS APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

A furnished 1 st floor apartment In one of the best locations 
in Shmeisani, consisting of two bedrooms, sitting room, 
living room and dining room. Air-conditioned and centrally 
heated with a telephone. 


Please call 664935 and 664639 Amman 


trading partners that it is unfairly 
protecting its exporters by lend¬ 
ing them cheap money. 

Central bank governor 
Adrianus Mooy said Tuesday that 
exporters of primary commod¬ 
ities will have to pay 14 per cent 
interest, up from the present nine 
per cent, while rates on non¬ 
primary goods will go to 14.5 per 
cent from 11.5 per cent. 

“We need to make our exports 
more competitive, but we should 
do it in realistic conditions. Sub¬ 
sidising export credits makes for 
artificial competitiveness, so it is 
time to cut subsidies to expor¬ 
ters,” Mooy told reporters. 

Mooy admitted that the mea¬ 
sure, due to take effect on May 
11, would increase production 
costs and cut profits for exporters 
in Indonesia. 


Jakarta is keen to step up its 
already astonishing rate of 
growth in non-oil exports, which 
by the end of the financial year 
next March are expected to top a 
billion dollars a month. 30 per 
cent up on a year earlier. 

The government took the sting 
out of the more expensive export 
rupiah by allowing banks to raise 
money in cheaper foreign curren¬ 
cies and lend that to exporters in 
credits. 


“Now that banks can get hold 
of yen at five per cent and Swiss 
francs at six, and lend it on to 
exporters, Indonesia can afford 
to start phasing out its export 
subsidies," an economic analyst 
said. 

“Jakarta is working on the 
question of subsidies across the 


board. Partly because it's expen¬ 
sive, but also because they don't 
want to be accused of unfair 
trading." he said. 

A foreign banker here agreed. 

"You can’t go screaming at the 
Americans, the Australians and 
the Japanese for keeping out your 
products if you are lo a certain 
extent playing the same game 
yourself,” he said. 

"It looks pretty dramatic, a 
jump from nine per cent to 14. 
But any exporter who is credit¬ 
worthy will get their cheap money 
in yen and Deutschmarks. It's not 
the end of the world," another 
banker said. 


The blow to exporters was also 
softened by giving them 12 
months rather than six to pay off 
their credits. 


SALESMAN WANTED 

Salesman is needed with following characteristics; not older than 
30 years, at least 3 years experience in airlines business, good 
knowledge of English language, knowledge in reservations, 
ticketing, fares and/or sales. 

Applications and "curriculum vitae" to be addressed to: 

Alitalia - P.O. Box 182038 - Amman. 

Application with incomplete or lack of the above 
mentioned information, will be rejected. 


BRITISH LADIES OF AMMAN 

Morning meeting - Wednesday 3 May 
Amra Hotel - 10 a.m. 

Speaker 


TWO SEPARATE FLOORS 
FOR RENT 

FURNISHED & UNFURNISHED 


Afternoon meeting - Wednesday 17 May 
Amra Hotel - 4 p.m. 

Speaker 


Every floor consists of (3) bedrooms, sitting room, dining room, 
salon (2) bathrooms, spacious kitchen (2) verandas. Separate 
entrance, separate central heating, telephone, central antennen 

T v Location SHMEISANI 

Please call owner at 662325 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — The 
Argentine government imposed a 
price freeze and other emergency 
measures Monday night to tiy to 
rein in runaway inflation. 

Argentina's monthly rate of 
inflation was more than 35 per 
cent in April, according to esti¬ 
mates by private economists, and 
could top 40 per cent in May. 
Official figures put the annual 
rate in March at 392.8 per cent 
compared with 383.2 in February. 

Presidential spokesman Jose 
Ignacio Lopez did not specify bow 
long the price freeze would re¬ 
main in force. 

Prices on some food and house¬ 
hold items have nearly tripled in 
the past three months since 
Alfonsin's administration intro¬ 
duced sweeping economic re¬ 
forms aim ed at heading off hyper¬ 
inflation. 

Newspapers, fruit, vegetables, 
beef and fish will not be affected 
by the price freeze, the govern¬ 
ment said. 

Before freezing prices the gov¬ 
ernment raised public services 
rates by 20 per cent and fuel 
prices by 25 per cent. 

Argentina's central bank de¬ 
clared an exchange holiday for 
Tuesday and set a limit on with¬ 
drawals from bank accounts and 
time deposits due to-a shortage of 


cash. ;. 

Thousands of Argentines have; 
not been able to cash their pay 
cheques since Friday, when tbe ’■ 
bank had to declare a banking 
holiday after it ran out of paper ’ 
money. 

Withdrawals will be limited to ' 
500,000 australs ($6,370), except ■ 
for funds drawn to pay salaries, ] 
the government said. 

The federal mint spent the 
weekend printing up to nine mil¬ 
lion 1,000 austral bills to supply 
banks after Monday's Labour \ 
Day holiday. ! 

Other measures to narrow the 
public deficit include new taxes, 
including a 20 per cent levy on : - 
exports, and a drive to collected 
unpaid taxes, Lopez told repor- 1 
teis. 

In a televised speech in con- , 
gress Monday, Alfonsin acknow- > 
ledged his government had failed 
to resolve Argentina's economic 
problems. 

"We are likely to hand over a j 
nation in crisis to the next govern- ; 
ment. We have not managed to - 
overcome the economic criss," ‘ 
be said. 

“There were things we did not ; 
know how to do, there were | 
things we did not wanr to do and 
there were things we could not 
do,” he added. 


Venezuelans protest austerity 


CARACAS (R) — More than 
100,000 workers marched throufh 
Caracas Monday in a noisy May 
Day protest against tbe economic 
policies of President Carlos 
Andres Perez. 

The Confederation of Vene¬ 
zuelan workers, the nation's 
largest trade union federation, 
turned its traditional May Day 
parade into a demonstration 
against austerity measures that 
have driven the cost of living to 
the highest level ever. 

Venezuelan presidents usually 
march in the May Day parade, 
but Perez watched this one from a 


CTV President Juan Jose De- 
Ipino, addressing workers, said: 
“We have asked the government 
not to apply the measures as a 
shock treatment... because we 
have become the victims of the 
economic crisis," Delpino said. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, May 2, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. .dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Dcutschicmark 


Swiss franc 
French franc 
Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


319 4 323.0 
84.3 852 


401.6 40.13 
252Ji 2552 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6812/22 

1.1840/50 

1.8885/92 

2.1310/17 

1.6833/43 

39.51/54 

6.3800/50 

1380/1381 

134.02/12 

6.4025/75 

6.8470/520 

7.3460/510 

377.50/378.00 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


By Reuters 


SYDNEY— The share market was steady at the close of floor 

!S2? g Tk ea i y s release of to March consumer price 

maex. ine All Ordinaries index was steady at 1,491.2. 


TOKYO —Share prices rose to their fifth straight record close on 

tHL' SUI8C aQ Udpatlon of higher prices next week. The 
Nikkei index rose 101.82 to 33.954.99. 


595!P K0N 9 ~7 Blue chips ended at their highs far the day 

SdeTr^S to lunch ' TV Ha "« *"■ 


7 The Straits Times industrial index rose 6-54 
points to dose at a post-crash high of 1,265.95, surpassing tbe 
previous post-crash high set Friday. 


Share P” 0 ” ^arply on nervous long liquida¬ 
tions tnpered by rumours that Prime Minister Rajiv Gandfimay ■ 

Ptaril K 35 , to CT°“' 13 Steel feU 42 5 ™E«* » 1*412.5 Ji 


FRANKFURT Shares closed easier but up from the day's lows 
m thm, sluggish trading. The DAX index fell 8.36 to lV#- 

“ Pnct * dos ® d . lowe r across the board in dull trading as 
investors squared positions before Thursday’s holiday. The 
all-share Swiss index fell 6.5 l0 i t Q28.6: -• - • “ J 


5 dged from their °P®ninglevels as Ae lack 
of fresh trading due to the current hofiday period. .weighed o*l 


sentiment. 


LONDON — Shares were hovering just above the day’ajw&*“ 
the afternoon in depressed trading. The proSpect -df 

investorsT^e; a-faes^f; 

CT?P >n im a v5? eet Ad , lltfIe ? interest; Atl44aS$^« 
FTSE 100 index war down-fi.fr at.2,109A 

NEW YORK ~^Earlybuyirigdried up:and-th^,marSbt^tfe 
shed some gams in trad-morning. The Dow 


balcony. 

He told reporters he was glad 
to see workers in tbe street pro¬ 
testing. “I need to see the work¬ 
ers in the street so that all sec¬ 
tors... see the need for us to 
create a climate where we all feel 
protected by social justice," he 
said. 
























Seattle 

Minnesota 


12 15 .4447 
10 13 .4357 
9 16 360 9 


National League 
East Division 
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14 

9 

.609 — 
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New York 

' 13 

10 

.565 1 
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Chicago. 

. 13 
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Montreal 

13 

12 

.520 2 

1 Vi 

Philadelphia 
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12 

.478 3 

1 Vi 

Fitutnngb 

JO 

15 

.400 5 
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West Division 



Cincinnati 
San Diego 
Los Angeles 
Saa Francisco 
Houstoa 
Atlanta 


14 13 319 2 
12 13 .480 3 
12 13 .480 3 
12 14 .440 4 
10 16 .385 5V4 


Austrian swimmers 
in Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 26-mem- 
!*r Austrian Olympic national 
swimming team b currently on 
;a visit to Jordan, is hefdtag a 
14-day training camp at A1 
Bnssein Youth City. 

*- The team which arrived in 


Amman last Saturday, is 
accompanied by a TV crew 
from Australian Television 
which will make a 
documentary film on sports 
and tourism facilities and ser¬ 
vices in Jordan. . 


Liverpool-Arsenal delayed 


LONDON (R) — Officials will 
Waft until Liverpool have played 
;hext Sunday’s F. A. Cup semifinal 
1 before rescheduling their firsf- 
r division match against Arsenal 
which is likely to decide the En- 
rgjish League soccer title. 

--'The match, originally set for 
-'April 23, was. one .of several, 
games postponed in the wake of 
the Hillsborough tragedy. 

1 “We are confident all league 
•games can be played by Thursday 
May 25.” League official Andy 
Wftfiamson sad Monday. 

“The date of the Liverpool v 
Arsenal match will depend on 


whether Liverpool get to Wemb¬ 
ley (for the F.A. Cup final on 
May 20.” 

Liveroool play Nottingham 
Forest Sunday in the F.A. Cup 
semifinal that was started on 
April 15 but abandoned after six 
minutes when a crowd crush at 
the Hillsborough ground in Shef¬ 
field killed 95 people. 

In the league, Liverpool were 
three points behind top-of-tbe- 
table Arsenal with a game in 
hand before the London club 
played their match Monday 
against Norwich. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

©1988 TrtMHM Uadta Soman, me. 


FIND THE WINNING LINE 


i . • North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. _ 

NORTH 
4 K J 10 

k- , 9 10 8 7 S 4 2 

0 A 6 5 4 

* Void 

WEST EAST 

' 4Q 6 5 3-2 4A9S4 

9K6 TQI9 

c 0 18 0 K 9 3 

4QJ874 <9652 - 

SOUTH 

* 7 

9 A 3 
0 Q J * 7 2 
4 A K 10 9 3 
The bidding: - 

North East South West 

Puss Pass 10 1 * 

2 9 2 4 3 * Pass 

3 0 3 4 5 0 Paw 

Pass ' Pass 

Opening lead: Three of 4 
Except for a young lady from 
Bulgaria, no declarer m the semifi¬ 
nals of the World Team Champion¬ 
ships succeeded in ranking five 
diamonds after a low spade lead. 
Try yow luck at it. We'll even show 
% you all the cards. 

South’s bid of five diamonds was 
-4i reasonable shot. She hoped her 
-partner would produce another high 
card in the red suits rather than the 


long of spades. 

West's spade lead went to the ten 
and ace. Declarer popped up with 
the ace on the heart shift, ruffed a 
dnb and cashed the king of spades 
for a heart discard. A heart raff was 
followed by another dub ruff, and a 
heart was trumped with the jack. 

Declarer raffed her remaining 
low dnb and cashed the ace of dia¬ 
monds, reducing the hand to this 
position: ~ ' 


NORTH 
4 J 

? 10 8 7 
0 - 

4 - 

EAST 


WEST 
4 Q6 4 98 

9 — . 9 — 

0 — 0 K9 

4 Q J 4 — 

SOUTH 
4 — 

9 - 
0 Q8 
4 A K 

Declarer simply led winning 

hearts from dummy, and East was 
forced to bow the knee. There was 
no way he could make more than his 
king of diamonds. Try it if yon 
don’t believe us. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


HARRiS 5-12 I 




“Stanley is a serious TV addict. 
Once he spent 8 hours staring 
at an automatic teller screen." 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold an d Bob tea 

f t- 3 go v 


WHAT AN ASTRONAUT 
HAS TO BE bepore 
HE REALLY STARTS 

working on the job. 

Now BJTsnos the circled letters to 

™ n E^ su °- 

gested by the above cartoon. 

i. tv W' Mr" SJW 


^MwswBrhere: “[HXXJ 

(Answers tomorrow) 

irJwta SNARL LLAMA C0U8W™™ 
j-Aflswer 




SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Eddery rides Danehill in 2,000 guineas 

NEWMARKET (R) — Pat Eddery will ride Danehill in the 2,000 
guineas, the second of this season’s English Classics, here 
Saturday, leaving American jockey Cash Asmussen to partner 
Khafid Abdullah’s other runner. Exbourne. Britain's champion 
jockey announced Monday he had chosen the longer-priced horse 
after riding both horses over the weekend. Danehill was being 
quoted at 12-1 by London bookmakers and Exbourne at 6-1. 
Eddery rode Danehill to win the European free handicap in April 
but has never partnered Ex bourne in a race. 

West Ham in first match at Hillsborough 

LONDON (R) — Sheffield Wednesday will play West Ham at 
Hillsborough next Tuesday in the first match to be played at the 
ground since the English F.A. Cup semifinal disaster. The 
stadium has been dosed since April 15 when 95 people died at the 
tie between Liverpool and Nottingham Forest. Sheffield Wednes¬ 
day were due to play Norwich next week but the Football League 
ordered a switch because they did not want bottom dub West 
Ham to have a pile-up of fixtures after the official end of the 
season. Wednesday will now play Norwich on May 17 

Boston Bruins coach resigns 

BOSTON (AP) — Terry O’Reilly resigned Monday after nearly 
three seasons as the Boston Bruins' coach, saying he wished to 
spend more time with his family. "To do your best as this job 
takes total, total commitment,” O'Reilly said at a news confer¬ 
ence. “I recognise that and I have to say, ‘not right now'.” For 
now, he said, family concerns were foremost. “In the next few 
years, my boys will go from 6 and 9 to 16 and 19 and those are 
years I’d like to have more control over," O’Reilly said. 
O'Reilly's 6-year-old son Evan has had a serious liver ailment, but 
O'Reilly did not mention that. His son Connor is 9. General 
manager Harry Sinden said Mike Milbury, O’Reilly’s former 
teammate with ‘the Brains and current Boston assistant John 
Ctmniff were the only candidates now to succeed O'Reilly. 

Agassi wins AT-T challenge exhibition 

ATLANTA (AP) — Andre Agassi, who won six Grand Prix 
tournaments last year and reached the semifinals at the French 
and U.S. Opens, believes he's at the top of his game heading into 
the tournament of champions. “I feel definitely I’m playing the 
best tennis of my career right now," Agassi said Sunday after 
beating Michael Chang 6-3, 6-2 in the finals of the AT-T 
Challenge Exhibition Tennis tournament. "I couldn't be more 
confident going into next week’s tournament of champions event 
and into the French Open in May," Agassi said. 

Astaphan sold cattle breeder steroids 

TORONTO (R) — Ben Johnson's doctor bought large quantities 
of steroids for a rancher in St Kitts to increase the size of cattle 
used for human consumption, a Canadian inquiry into drugs in 
sport heard Monday. Don Hiatt, described as a U.S. business¬ 
man, said he first asked Dr. George Mario (Jamie) Astaphan — 
then his physician — to buy him steroids in 1983. Astaphan has 
been accused of supplying steroids to Canadian Olympic athe- 
letes, including Johnson, who was stripped of his gold medal and 
world record in the 100 metres sprint after testing positive for 
drugs at last year's Seonl games. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY. MAY 3. 1389 


SSHOROSCOPE 

by Thomas Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Institute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Walk on the wild side and plan a 
fun day that ia sociable. Take a 
friend to lunch. Meet new people 
and try out novel ideas, but don't 
push important matters that need 
an organized approach. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) 
Romantic aucceaa can only 
manifest through your own efforts. 
Waiting for Cupid to strike may 
have you missing out on all the fun. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
You can loosen up the hold on the 
finances. Some money is meant to 
be spent. Put faith in your ability 
to produce what is needed. 

GEMINI (May 21 to Jane 21) In¬ 
dulgences are likely to be your bank 
account's worst enemy. Times 
when you rake in the bucks can lead 
to poor spending attitudes. 

MOON CHILDREN (Jane 22 to 
Jul. 21) Finish paperwork, including 
bills and Jetter-writing. Contact dis¬ 
tant relatives. Family members ap¬ 
plaud your new plan. 

LEO (JaL 22 to Aug. 21) You need 
to realize just how much good you 
do others. Prepare to dean, recycle 
and improve your environment. It 
is fiz-up time. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Tbe 
pot of gold Is not here yet. but the 


rainbow surely is. Use your upbeat 
and earthy style to enjoy new 
friendships and social revivals. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to OcL 22) The 
one you worry over will show you 
a more loving style. An important 
deadline must be met- A favor is 
returned. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Stimulate co-workers to get in- 
.volved with new ideas. A project 
gets the go-ahead. Check out a sob 
story before you lend cash. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) You learn a lot from teaching 
others. Build a stronger program 
for exercise and health care. Con¬ 
centrate on your needs. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Legal tangles can arise when impor¬ 
tant matters are neglected. An im¬ 
portant meeting gets results in 
spite of delays. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 lo Feb. 19) 
Don't give up your plans. Allow 
projects to mature. Make ad¬ 
justments and lower your 
expectations. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar, 20) You 
need to drag out the time stretcher 
or limit some of your activities Lo 
meet realistic schedules. You are 
burning the candle at both ends. 


THE Daily Crossword by HaroM B. Counts 


ACROSS 
1 Intake of 
breath 
5 Abyss 
10 Sol 

13 WfaglOre 

14 OT prophet 
16 “Leave — 

Beaver” 

IB Circus 
performer 

18 Penury 

19 Old World bird 

20 Dresses with 
Bieat care 

22 Graceful trees 

23 Roman: abbr. 

24 Giggles 

27 Echlnodenna 

31 GoH dubs 

32 Ice Roe 

33 Singer Adams 

34 Blemish 

35 Swiss cKy 

36 Put on 

37 Befaig: LaL 

39 Wreaths 

40 Atkins and 
Huntley 

42 Talks rapidly 
44 Rods 
46 Exceptional: 
abbr. 

46 Hold on! 

<7 Heat cuts 
49 Takes In 
53 Dove eriee 
64 Under the 
■peD of 
56 Spread 
67 Jutlander* 

58 Msfor or 
Minor 

59 — Ptataas 
80 MHd oaths 
61 For fear that 

DOWN 

1 Attire 

2 Baseball name 

3 Ninnies 

4 12 year old 

5 Amuiel* 

6 Retains 

7 Inquire 

8 Leak ahnriy 

9 Wedlock 



eitB9Ti»una Mafia SwvtoM. Inc. 
AV Rgftta Rasemd 


02JB2/BS 

x Puzzle SoJvmfc 


10 CHmbtag aid 

11 Shos h o n eans 

12 Sign of assent 

15 Primmer 

17 U.K. division 
21 a boy I” 

24 Kftchsn 
gadget 

25 Rub out 

28 Outdoor game 

27 Letter stroke 

28 Fish-sating 
Unto 

29 UnmtrahMd 
outbreaks 

30 Feel 

32 Com plata 
36 Siege 
38 Tex. city 

40 Coconut fibers 

41 Disagreeable 

43 Uw maker: 
ebbr. 

44 Touch fondly 

46 Ebbed 

47 Cobbler's 
concern 
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McEnroe 
feeling good 
on comeback 

NEW YORK (AP) — John 
McEnroe is still one of the biggest 
draw in tennis, even when he’s 
practicing. 

While Pete Sampras played 
Jaime Yzaga in a nearly empty 
stadium at the tournament of 
champions Monday, more than 
100 fans and journalists watched 
McEnroe and bis younger 
brother Patrick practice on . a 
court in New York. 

“You guys must be bored,” 
McEnroe joked to reporters who 
surrounded him as he walked off 
the court on a chilly afternoon. 

With no big names on the 
opening-day schedule, McEnroe 
was the center of attention. In an 
impromptu news conference on 
the clubhouse patio, the native 
New Yorker answered questions 
about his resurgence at age 30. 

McEnroe, whose ranking drop¬ 
ped to no. 25 last April following 
a seven-month layoff, has won 
two titles this year and climbed 
back to no. 7 in the world. He 
also beat Yannick Noah and Hen¬ 
ri Leconte to help the United 
States defeated France in the 
Davis Cup quarterfinals. 

“I'm happy with the way I’ve 
progressed,” he said. *Tve been 
working hard for a while now, 
and it’s nice to start to see the 
results. 

“It doesn't bother me that it's 
taken so long. In a way, it's better 
when you struggle to achieve 
something. I feel good about 
where I am now.” 

“It should be fun playing with 
my brother,” he said. “I’m at the 
point where if it's not enjoyable, I 
won’t do it.” 

McEnroe enjoys returning to 
Forest Hills, where he once was a 
U.S. Open baDboy. But he said 
the world-famous facility began 
losing prestige after the Open 
moved to Flushing Meadow 

“It's lost the atmosphere,” 
McEnroe said. “I remember 
when it was totally packed. Now 
you look around and there’s 
almost nobody here.” 

The tournament of champions 
will lose its Grand Prix status next 
year when the Association of 
Tennis Professionals takes over 
the men's tour. 


Arsenal goes & points 


LONDON (R) — Arsenal 

stretched their lead at the top of 
English soccer's first division to 
six points when they hammered 
Norwich 5-0 Monday. 

Alan Smith scored twice and 
Nigel Winter-bum, Michael Tho¬ 
mas and David Rocastle netted 
the others as Arsenal killed off 
any lingering title hopes of Nor¬ 
wich, surprise league leaders for 
much of the first half of the 
season. 

Liverpool, who face city neigh¬ 
bours Everton away on Wednes¬ 
day, have two games in hand and 
would be on terms with the lead¬ 
ers if they won both in the tightest 
title race in years. 

Liverpool played Scotland’s 
Celtic Sunday in their first game 
since 95 people died at their F.A. 
Cup semifinal against Notting¬ 
ham Forest in Sheffield April 15. 

Arsenal, themselves in action 
for the first time since the day of 
the Sheffield tragedy, quickly 


seized control against Norwich, 
who are still third in the table but 
trail the leaders by 11 points 
having foiled to win in seven 
games. 

Winterbum scored after 15 mi¬ 
nutes and Smith added the 
second eight minutes before half- 
time, latching on to a massive 
clearance by Goalkeeper John 
Lukic and swivelling to sweep a 
spectacular 20-merre shot inside 
the right-hand post. 

Thomas made it 3-0 mine mi¬ 
nutes after the interval. Smith 
nabbed his second nine minutes 
from the end and Rocastle 
pounced for the fifth within 60 
seconds of the restart. 

Smith, celebrating a return 
three weeks after fracturing a 
cheek-bone, took his tally for the 
season to 23 goals and was named 
man of the match. 

Norwich manager Dave Strin¬ 
ger reckons Arsenal will take a 
lot of stopping in their bid for the 


title. "On that form they must 
have a real chance of walking 
away with it. We were totally 
outplayed and Outfought. We 
were also-rans," fcc said. 

Arsenal manager George Gra¬ 
ham was de-:eh:-’- : :h his side’s 

best win of me “We e.ej 

play better than . z-xl 
done on a few -icawyn? 
season. But it v v .n -ijuaiit;. 
finishing and there some ex¬ 
cellent V..TS. :se-_- .ij well." 

he said. 

Maidstone Unir-.d 'ain-v. 
League status and a place r, ifcw 
fourth division when they Aer,- 
guaranteed promotion from th>. 
minor conference league .tr 
nearest rivals Kettering were 
beaten 1-0 by Enfield. 

Shrewsbury were relegated 
from the second division "when 
they went down 1-0 at Swindon 
and fellow-stragglers Brighton 
and Hull drew 1-1. 


State Warriors poised^ If#© 
destroyed in NBA playoffs 


NEW YORK (AP) — Four 
teams can advance to the second 
round of the National Basketball 
Association playoffs Tuesday 
night, but only one — the Golden 
State Warriors — can do it on 
tbeir home court. 

The New York Knicks. Detroit 
Pistons and Phoenix Suns also 
won their first two games, but 
they did it at home and now take 
their quest for a second-round 
berth on the road. The Warriors 
won their first two games away 
and return home Tuesday to con¬ 
tinue their series with foe Utah 
Jazz. 

‘ “Obviously, we are in good 
position... but it takes three to 
win the series,” Warriors coach 
Don Nelson said. 

The Knicks will be at Phi¬ 
ladelphia to battle the 76ers. the 
Pistons at Boston to take on the 
Celtics and the Suns at Denver to 
meet the Nuggets. 

In Tuesday’s other matchup, 
the Milwaukee Bucks will be at 
home against the Atlanta Hwks 
after the teams split their two 


games at Atlanta. 

There were no games Monday. 

Sunday, it was Cleveland 96, 
Chicago 88; Detroit 102, Boston 
95; the Los Angeles Lakers 113, 
Portland 105; Seattle 109, Hous¬ 
ton 97; and Phoenix 132, Denver 
114. The Cleveland-Chicago 
series is tied 1-1. while all of die 
othr winners rook 2-0 leads in 
their best-of-5 series. 

Utah was expected to be an 
easy first-round winner, but Gol¬ 
den State has been the biggest 
surprise of the playoffs. And it 
didn’t help Utah’s-cause when 
John Stockton suddenly went 
cold. 

Tenth in the NBA in field goal 
percentage during the regular 
season, Stockton couldn't hit a 
basket late in Saturday's loss to 
the Wanirors, even though Gol¬ 
den State left him open to shoot. 
Stockton missed six straight 
shots. 

Meanwhile, the Detroit Pistons 
hold a 2-0 lead in their series with 
the Celtics. The Pistons posted 
the NBA’s best road record, 26- 


15, this season, including i-for-2 
in Boston. 

“We have everything on the 
line," Boston forward Reggie 
Lewis said. “We don’t have any¬ 
thing to lose. We just have to play 
harder than they are. I think 
they’ll be keen.” 

Boston coach Jimmy Rodgers 
said that “based on these (first) 
two games, we should be very 
competitive” Tuesday night. 

The Milwaukee Bucks were 
31-10 at their home stadium this 
season, but have lost three times 
to the Atlanta Hawks. 

“I don't think the homecourt 
means anything." Bucks Guard 
Ricky Pierce said. “We went to 
their place and won.” 

Meanwhile, New York holds a 
2-0 lead over Philadelphia after 
two thrilling finishes. 

“Right now, the way I feel I 
cannot put it in words,” Phi¬ 
ladelphia's Charles Barkley said. 
“We reel empty. I can't tell you 
we're not devastated to lose like 
that." 


Final fling for Soviet 


STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) — 
It was probably the last triumph 
for a mighty generation of Soviet 
hockey stars. 

The Soviet Union has captured 
the gold at the World Hockey 
Championships, but the team 
that has been dominating world 
and Olympic tournaments for the 
past 10 years may never play 
together again. 

“This could be the last impor¬ 
tant tournament for my genera¬ 
tion,” Vladimir Kratov said at 
the end of the championships 
Monday. 

The famed Soviet “KLM” line 
of Kratov, Igor Larionov and 
Sergei Makarov will split up after 
the tournament since they were 
told by the Soviet hockey officials 
that they can play in the West. 

“If we decide to go to North 
America, we may not be able to 
play for our country at the world 
championships or even Olympics 
because of the National Hockey 

Peanuts 

The name of the 
other team was 
Devils Advocate 


League," Kratov said. 

Larionov and Krutov have 
been drafted by the Vancouver 
Canucks. Makarov received an 
earlier invitation from the Cal¬ 
gary Flames. Defenseman 
Viacheslav Fetisov, another 
Soviet standout, has been drafted 
by the New Jersey Devils. 

All four players, the backbone 
of the CSKA Red Army team, 
reportedly have resigned from 
the Soviet army. 

That will improve their chances 
of receiving permission from the 
state sports committee to leave 
the Soviet Union in the wake of 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gor¬ 
bachev’s policy of glasnost. or 
openness. 

“I'm convinced that I'll get the 
chance to play for New Jersey,” 
Fetisov said. 

“It may be the end of an era. 
But the Soviets still have many 
talented young players,” Cana¬ 
da's coach Dave King said after 


“ They always win 
he said. 14 1 hate to 
play Devil's 
Advocate!'' I 


his team beat Czechoslovakia 4-3 
Monday to win the silver medal at 
the championships. 

“Canada had a very good team 
here, one of the best at a world 
championship,” King said. “We 
wanted gold, but still I'm happy 
that we played well here." 

“More and more Canadian 
players are beginning to recog¬ 
nise that the world cham¬ 
pionships are as important as the 
Stanley Cup,” said Mark Mas- 
sier, one of the biggest stars on 
the Canadian team. 

Messier, goalie Grant Fuhr and 
Glenn Anderson joined team 
Canada in Sweden only when 
their team, the Edmonton Oilers, 
were eliminated from the NHL 
playoffs by the Los Angeles 
Kings. 

Because of the playoffs back 
home, Canada still cannot use the 
best players at the world cham¬ 
pionships. Last time Canada was 
able to use its very best team in 


an international tournament, 
they edged the Soviets 6-5 in a 
third decisive game to win ibe 
1987 Canada Cup. 

The Soviet Union, with a per¬ 
fect 1(M) record here, won the 
gold Saturday when they defe¬ 
ated the Canadians, 5-3, in the 
second round of the four-team 
playoffs. 

Czechoslovakia finished third 
at the eight-nation tournament, 
their best since in Prague 
when they took the gold. 

Sweden, which wi-d rli; .■.■.h'i! 
tiile at the Ki-.l • ns'rif : n 

Vienna. Au.!ri 1 -sT. t.iiVd 
10 wir.:. nv-.iai or. :i> in.-T.e ;ce ry 
placing on Is fourth. 

Finland ended the tournament 
on fifth plaee. followed h\ lhe 
United State* on (he tivth and 
West Germany on the seventh 

Poland, which finished eighth, 
will be replaced by Norway ai 
next year's “A” pool world cham¬ 
pionships in Basel. Switzerland. 
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ers of the world 
on May Day 



NEV. r YORK l Agencies) — 
Pcles shouted “down with com- 
munisn;" at a May Day march in 
Warsaw, Soviet Armenians de¬ 
fied a ban on demonstrations, 
and rallies became riots in South 
Korea and Czechoslovakia as 
workers marked their worldwide 

holiday. 

Clashes Monday in Turkey left 
36 people injured, riot squads 
fired tear-gas when leftists tried 
to march or. the U.S. embassy in 
the Philippines, and thousands 
burned U.S. flags in Honduras. 

The Soviet Union held a tradi¬ 
tional parade through Red 
Square. China used the occasion, 
to try tn ease a burgeoning stu¬ 
dent uprising, and a man holding 
a poster of Soviet President 
Mikhai! S. Gorbachev was drag¬ 
ged away by police in Czechoslo¬ 
vakia. 

Around the world, thousands 
gathered on the international 
Laboui Day to celebrate their 
gains with banners and balloons, 
or protest their losses with hurled 
rocks and smashed windows. 

Up to iOf.*.000 Solidarity sup¬ 
porters marched through Warsaw 


in the union's first legai May Day 
gathering since it was suppressed 
eight years ago. Workers chanted 
“Down with communism” during 
the show of strength. 

In the Soviet Union, an activist 
in the Soviet Republic of Arme¬ 
nia said residents in the capital, 
Yerevan, defied a ban and held a 
large, peaceful rally. 

■ May Day celebrations were 
banned in Yerevan and Tbilisi, 
capital of Soviet Georgia, be¬ 
cause of recent pro-independence 
unrest in both cities and the 
devastating earthquake in 
Armenia. 

The mood was festive in Mos¬ 
cow under sunny skies during the 
traditional May Day parade 
through Red Square. Gorbachev 
and other officials stood atop 
Lenin's Tomb as thousands of 
marchers waved colourful ban¬ 
ners. pushed floats and floated 
balloons. 

In Turkey, 36 people were in¬ 
jured in battles with security 
forces during outlawed May Day 
marches in Istanbul, the Anatolia 
news agency reported. Eight of 
them were wounded by gunfire. 


including one man who was shdt 
in the head. 

In the Philippines, police 
swung truncheons and fired tear 
gas to break up crowds marching 
to the U.S. embassy in Manila 
after a rally* in which union lead¬ 
ers threatened a nationwide 
strike to press for a higher mini¬ 
mum wage. 

Riot police in South Ko'rea 
fired teargas in a battle with 
about 5,000 striking workers in 
Masan and nearby Changwdn af¬ 
ter protesters tried to stage a May 
Day rally, poGce said. About 200 
workers were arrested. 

Police said about 6,600 people 
were arrested in Seoul when 
police blocked a rally called by 
labour groups to mark May Day. 

In Czechoslovakia, at least 76 
people were arrested Monday for 
taking part in anti-government 
protests that broke out during the 
official May Day parade in Pra¬ 
gue. One protester was arrested 
as he carried a poster of Gor¬ 
bachev, whose reforms go further 
than those desired by Czechoslo¬ 
vakia's leaders. 



Peking gets 

ultimatum 
on reforms« 


PEKING (Agencies) — Nearly 6,000 students calling 
for democracy and freedom marched Tuesday, in 
Shanghai, while students in Peking said they would 
march if the government did not recognise their new 
student unions within 24 hours. 


Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev stands with an unidentified 
Moscow girl on the Tribune of the Lenin Mausoleum during 
Monday's May Day celebrations in Red Square. 



inn talks make significant progress 


JAKARTA (Agencies) — Fol¬ 
lowing a round of concessions 
by both sides, progress has been 
reported in the peace talks be¬ 
tween Cambodian Premier Hun 
Sen and Prince Norodom Siha¬ 
nouk, leader of the guerrilla 
resistance. 

Hun Sen said both sides 
pledged that as soon as Vietnam 
withdraws its troops “both of 
us would slop receiving military 
assistance from abroad." 
Hanoi has promised to complete 
the withdrawal by the end of 
September. 

Hun Sen also told a news 
conference Tuesday that the 
four Cambodian factions would 
meet again in Paris July 24-25 
to discuss the remaining out¬ 
standing issues. 

“Both of us agreed that there 


is the need for an international 
'control commission.'' Hun Sen 
said. It could be organised at an 
international conference, the 
composition of which “is not a 
point of divergence. We are not 
far apart (and) we will continue 
to talk about it." 

Hun Sen said “Prince Siha¬ 
nouk had a lot of praise and 
support" for changes approved 
by the national assembly in 
Phnom Penh Sunday. He espe¬ 
cially favours making Buddh¬ 
ism the state religion, plans for 
economic development and the 
abolishment of capital punish¬ 
ment, Hun Sen said. 

Sihanouk had reservations 
about the design of the new 
national Hag, the premier sakl 
in Khmer, which was inter¬ 
preted to English. 


Hun Sen said Monday that 
the People's Republic of Kam¬ 
puchea established after the 
1978 Vietnamese intervention, 
had changed its name to the 
state of Cambodia. 

Hun Sen told reporters the 
parliament in ' Phnom Penh 
agreed on the change Sunday as 
pari of concessions to help settle 
the conflict. 

The breakthrough towards 
settling the 10-year war came at 
the weekend when Sihanouk 
dropped demands that a United 
Nations peacekeeping force.su¬ 
pervise the Vietnamese with¬ 
drawal and control the country- 
after Hun Sen's government is 
dismantled. 

Phnom Penh responded with 
sweeping constitutional changes 
that Hun Sen said were conces¬ 


sions designed to achieve suc¬ 
cess in the quest for peace. 

Hun Sen earlier insisted that 
bis administration remain in 
power after the Vietnamese left 
until elections could be held, to 
thwart any military threat Dram 
guerrillas of the Khmer Rouge, 
the largest of the resistance 
factions and the former brutal 
rulers of Cambodia. 

Sihanouk earlier called for a 
four-part interim administra¬ 
tion. He and Hun Sen are now 
trying to negotiate a more man¬ 
ageable power-sharing arrange¬ 
ment, conference sources said. 

Hun Sen said their talks are 
in two “forums," one between 
Sihanouk and himself decided 
more than a month ago and the 
second determined Monday be¬ 
tween himself and former Pre¬ 


mier Son Sami. 

The anti-communist Son 
Satin, non-communist followers 
of Sihanouk and the communist 
Khmer Rouge make up the re¬ 
sistance coalition. Only the 
Khmer Rouge were not repre¬ 
sented at Jakarta, and Sifaa- 
noauk said the decision as to 
who would attend was decided 
by consensus. 


The Khmer Rouge are ac¬ 
cused of killing hundreds of 
thousands, between 1975, when 
they seized power, and late 
1978, when Vietnam invaded. 
Hun Sen, Sihanouk and then- 
allies insist that Pol Pot and 
other leaders of the original 
“genocidal clique*' of the 
Khmer Rouge be barred from 
any future government. 


The Shanghai students set 
out in the earLy afternoon 
from Fudan University and 
East China teachers university 
and marched to the downtown 
People's Square. The official 
Xinhua News Agency said they 
carried banners reading “Give us 
democracy and freedom," 
“Oppose privileges" and “Media 
must tell the truth." 

Xinhua said -they planned to 
present a petition to' the local 
government and Communist Par¬ 
ty branch. 

In Peking, a delegation of 65 
students from 33 schools deli¬ 
vered an ultimatum to the 
National People's Congress, Chi¬ 
na's legislature, the state council, 
its cabinet, and the Central Com¬ 
mittee of the ruling Communist 
Party. 

The students demanded that 
the government recognise and 
hold talks with independent asso¬ 
ciations they have set up during 
their two-week-old campaign for 
democratic reform. Among other 
things, they want a free press, 
freedom of assembly and publica¬ 
tion and an end to official corrup¬ 
tion. 

The group, mostly on bicycles, 
first went to the Great Hall of the 
People. Where it was met on the 
steps by the deputy chief of the 
congress' receiving department, 
Li Zhitian. 


Li. a congress delegate, said he 
would "convey your request as 
soon as possible.” 

The students then cycled to 
another office, where they were 
allowed inside and handed their 
demands to a representative of 
the state council and the party. 

Wang Dan. a student leader 
from Peking University, said the 


government had agreed to re¬ 
spond by the deadline, noon 
Wednesday. 

Peking students already have 
marched five times to Tiananmen 
Square since April 17. defying 
police warnings. An estimated 
70,000 students at 41 colleges also 
have been boycotting class since 
April 24. 

After a march Thursday drew 
cheers and applause from tens of 
thousands of bystanders, the gov¬ 
ernment held a series of meetings 
with invited students. 

Chinese journalists are rebell¬ 
ing against censorship of Thurs¬ 
day's-historic student protest that 
is a top story in world newspapers 
bur not in their own. 

Staff of at least three national 
newspapers have put up posters 
of complaint in their offices and 
dozens have written letters to 
protest against the takeover of 
China’s boldest newspaper by a 
Communist Party committee. 

“The situation is ridiculous,” 
one reporter said. “We go to the 
protests, we talk to the students 
but we cannot write anything. So 
the students are. wary of us and 
love to talk to foreign journalists 
who they know will report what 
they say." 

There was almost a total news 
blackout until last Friday, when 
a few newspapers gave a limited 
account of Thursday’s march, the 
largest unofficial protest in China 
since the communist takeover in 
1949. 

A Chinese journalist said this 
change followed a meeting last 
Thuraday of editors of major 
newspaper with Hu Qili, a mem¬ 
ber of the five-man standing com¬ 
mittee of the ruling politburo who 
is responsible, for ideology and 
the media. 



•escita 


compromise to 
missile dispute 


BRUSSELS < AP) - The United 
States has proposed that the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa¬ 
tion (NATO) make unilateral 
cuts in its battlefield nuclear 
weapons to help bridge sharp 
divisions in the alliance'over the 
issue, a NATO official said 
Tuesday. 

Under the proposal, the Soviet 
Union would be challenged to 
meet the lower levels of the 16- 
nation NATO, said the official. 
•o!:c .-p WTJhionof anony¬ 
mity. 

Tbs. wo:p.i"N v-.-uld Kj iri:-.i- 
med a*; pan r.f alliance plans 
upgrade ti:e aging Lance surface- 
to-surface missile. :i controler.dni 
project has 'parked opposition in 
many European countries. 

Further cuts in nuclear arms 
would be considered after prog¬ 
ress was made in recently opened 
arms talks in Vienna on slashing 
conventional, or non-nuclear, 
forces in Europe, the official said 

The ideas were put forward last 


Week :< 

* representatives ol' the 

NATO ; 

:n Bnis-sels. Titov 

could 

cr-e as dement* of a 

possible 

comoivinipe to solve the 

div»sr-e 

wj‘.‘ h'VPre a summit 

fv*:?y IV 

■■-/I. 1 of U.S. President 

Cvoree 

Kush nr i -Mher alliance 

leaders. 



The NATO official said the 
plan does not, however, offer any 
compromise cm a West German 
demand that the alliance agree to 
early East-West talks on cutting 
short-range nuclear weapons; 
The United States and Britain 
have strongly opposed calls for 
immediate negotiations. 

The official described the U.S. 
plan “as a proposal for a working 
document for how to proceed on 
the issue. It doesn't offer any 
compromise with the German 
propos'd.” 

NATO officials have been 
trying to find satisfactory lan¬ 
guage on the weapons issue to 
include in the comprehensive 
concept, a long-awaited blueprint 
of the alliance's strategy in arms 
control and force planning. The 
guide is to be presented to Bush 
and the other leaders at the 
summit. 

A senior U.S. official sug¬ 
gested late last month that 
NATO may fail to resolve the 
sharp differences over whether to 
negotiate with the Soviet Union 
reductions in short-range 
weapons. He raised the possibil¬ 
ity that the alliance would not 
reach a common position- in time 
fc-r the summit. 

Such an outcome would likely 


lead to speculation about serious 
divisions in NATO. The Western 
nations are trying to present a 
united front in the face of publicly 
appealing promises by Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev of 
defence cuts. 


The NATO official said the 
U.S. compromise plan, offered 
on instructions from Washington, 
draws together several ideas that 
have been put forward in the 
alliance. 

It would take reductions prop¬ 
osed by U.S. General John Gal¬ 
vin. NATO's supreme military 
commander in Europe, in a re¬ 
cent study of his nuclear weapons 
requirements and challenge the 
Soviets to meet the lower levels. 

Galvin has pressed for NATO 
to agree to upgrade the Lance 
missile, arguing that its mod¬ 
ernisation would permit a sub¬ 
stantial reduction in nuclear artil¬ 
lery. 

The missile, which was intro¬ 
duced in 1972, will become obso¬ 
lete in 1995. military analysts say. 

It has a range of little more 
than 100 kilometres. The new one 
would be extended to more than 
400 kilometres, just under the 
limits of the intermediate-range 
nuclear forces (INF) treaty. 


Takeshita in Malaysia 


Saudi jet turns back after blast 


KUALA LUMPUR (AP) — Japanese Prime 
Minister Noboru Takeshita arrived in Kuala 
Lumpur Tuesday to begin the 26-hour second leg 
of his tour of five South-east Asian nations. 
Takeshita announced last week that he would 
resign scon in connection with an influence- 
peddling scandal, but decided not to cancel the 
trip in order to “maintain continuity" in Japanese 
foreign policy. 


alart sivjttie bid 9 hursday 


CAPE CANAVERAL (R) — A second attempt 
to launch the space shuttle Atlantis on a mission 
to deploy the first U.S. deep-space probe in over 
a decade has been tentatively set for Thursday, 
U.S. space officials said. The liftoff, which was 
halted by technical troubles Friday with 31 
seconds left in the countdown, has been resche¬ 
duled for 1:43 p.m. EDT (1748 GMT). But the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
said in a statement its decision to go ahead with 
the launch was “pending completion of testing 
and analysis to understand clearly the problems 
encountered during Friday's launch attempt." 


MANILA (AP) — A Saudi Arabian Jumbo jet 
with 293 people aboard returned to Manila after 
one of its engines exploded about 20 minutes into 
a Tuesday flight to Riyadh, airport officials said. 
Airport and airline employees were reluctant to 
give details but said no one was injured, and that 
the explosion apparently resulted from a mecha¬ 
nical failure rather than sabotage. Manila control 
tower technician Andy Abuan said flight control¬ 
lers monitored the explosion and advised the 
pilot of Saudia Flight 389 to turn back. Hie 
explosion apparently occurred some 20 minutes 
after the airliner took off from Manila at 1:56 
p.m. (0556 GMT). Abuan declined to give other 
details. 


KAL bomber files appeal 


.'IsllTurU* y 


ANKARA (R) — Prince Charles, heir to the 
British throne, will pay a one-day visit to Ankara 
May 12, the Turkish Foreign Ministry said 
Tuesday. “Prince Charles will meet President 
Kenan Evren and Prime Minister Turgut Ozal 
during the private visit," Ministry spokesman 
Inal Batu said. He gave other details. 


SEOUL (AP) — A North Korean agent has filed 
an appeal of her sentence to be hanged for 
blowing up a South Korean airliner and killing all 
U5 people on board, contending the sentence 
was too harsh. Lawyers for Kim Hyon Hui said 
an appeal was filed with the Seoul appellate court 
after she gave her consent. Attorney Ahn Dong- 
II said the death sentence was excessive because 
Kim had cooperated with South Korean author¬ 
ities. The 27-year-old Kira had considered not 
appealing the death sentence, but changed her 
mind at the urging of her lawyers, they said. Kim 
had said during her trial that she wanted to die to 
atone for the deaths of the plane victims. Last 
Tuesday, a court sentenced Kim to death after 
she admitting planting a time bomb on a Korean 
Air Lines jet 



Andres Rodriguez 


Rodriguez 

claims 


victory in 
Paraguay 


ASUNCION, Paraguay (AP) — 
General Andres Rodriguez, who 
toppled the 34-year rule of Alfredo 
Stroessner in a coup three mouths 
ago, was elected president by an 
overwhelming margin and his 
party retained control of con¬ 
gress. rerums Tuesday showed. 

“We promise our people that 
we will carry Paraguay on a bright 
path to its destiny of greatness 
and happiness.” Rodriguez said 
in a champagne toast late Mon¬ 
day night. 

Meanwhile, leaders or pres¬ 
idential candidates of other par¬ 
ties that contested the Monday 
elections denounced what they 
alleged were “shameful irregular¬ 
ities." 

But one acknowledged Rodri¬ 
guez's victory Tuesday. 

“In spite of the irregularities, I 
recognise that he won, and that it 
was a landslide victory," said 
Fernando Vera of the Revolu¬ 
tionary Febrerista Patty, who 
apparently finished fourth in the 
presidential race. "People 
evidently were very content that 
he overthrew Stroessner. He has 
a lot of political talent, a lot of 
populist appeal.” 


The apparent second-place 
finisher, Domingo Laino of the 
Authentic Radical Liberal Party, 
said: “From the first moment of 
voting serious difficulties and 
grave fraud occurred which 
offend our civic culture and test 
our tolerance to the limit.” 

By midmorning Tuesday, more 
than IS hours after polls dosed, 
official returns disclosed only 
174,201 votes for president and 
172,560 for congress. Rodriguez 
tallied 131,075, or 75.24 percent, 
while the party garnered 114,247 
or 66.21 per cent. The offidal 
returns represented less than 20 
per cent of the more than one 
million people believed to have 
voted Monday. 


Hunger, disease spread 
in tornado-hit Bangladesh 


HARGOZ, Bangladesh (R) — Survivors are 
scrambling for meagre supplies of food, water and 
medidne as hunger and disease have engulfed 
areas of central Bangladesh where at least 1,000 
people were killed by tornado last week. 

Most of the survivors are hungry and those who 
hav'e eaten rotten food or drunk contaminated 
water 3re falling sick, said a Bangladesh Red 
Crescent Sodety offidal. 

The sodety and several other voluntary groups 
are trying to help people in Hargoz village and 
other tomado-battered areas in Manikganj dis¬ 
trict, 65 kilometres north of Dhaka. 

Not a house remains standing in Hargoz. “The 
village has turned into a mass grave,” said local 
coundl member Abdul Majid. 

“Nearly 700 people died in Hargoz village 
alone. More than 300 othes have so far been 
reported killed in other villages around.” he said. 

The tornado, with winds of up to 160 kilometres 
an hour, swept through at least 50 villages over a 
260 square kilometres area last-Wednesday. 

“We had no time to mourn the dead or perform 
funeral rites for them. We were all at a loss.” 
Majid told Reuters. 

Another council member. Ali Hossain. said: 
"People were blown far away and some bodies 
were found one or two miles from the village. 
Hundreds of people are still missing, feared also 
killed.” 

He said quarter of the village's 20.000 people 
were injured. Doctors at nearby Manikganj hos¬ 
pital said they had treated more than 1.000 
villagers who had lost limbs or suffered broken 


bones. 

Hargoz businessman Miron Hossain described 
government relief efforts as “a drop in the sea” 
and demanded the situation should be dealt with 
on a “war footing.” 

Officials and villagers said supplies of food, 
medidne and other necessities were far from 
adequate. 

But one official said medical teams working in 
the devastated areas had so far counted 100 people 
suffering from diarrhoea and denied the disease 
was spreading. 

He aLso said the government had distributed 40 
tonnes of grains, plenty of clothes, utensils and 
lanterns among the survivors. 

Hargoz is almost deserted, the survivors having 
fled in search of shelter and food. But toys and 
household goods lie scattered amid heaps of 
debris, reminders that this was once a thriving 
community. 

Villagers said huge trees flew through the air 
jike kites during the storm. The winds lifted cattle 
into the air and smashed them to the ground 
hundreds of metres (yards) away. 

“At one stage it looked as though the whole 
village was being uprooted,” said 45-year-old 
housewife Shajeda Begum. “The next scene was 
hundreds of bodies littering around and thousands 
crying for help.” 

At the village graveyard, 65-year-old Basharat 
Ali wept as he waved a bamboo pole to scare off 
the vultures. 

“They are here to feed on my child and 
neighbours lying here,” he said. 


Researchers cast doubts 
over cold fusion claim 


BALTIMORE (Agencies) — Re¬ 
searchers trying to confirm the cold 
fusion claim of a U.S. scientist 
and his British colleague say they 
found no evidence of fusion anci 
suggested any other conclusion is 
based on errors in experiment 
technique. 

“We have no reason to invoke 
fusion to explain any of their 
results.” said Nathan Lewis, a 
co-leader of a team at the Califor¬ 
nia Institute of Technology, 
which conducted an elaborate 
test of the original experiment. 

“There is no evidence of any 
unknown nuclear process." the 
chemist said Monday during a 
news conference at the conven¬ 
tion of the American Physical 
Society. “At (his point, we can 
find no evidence of anything ex¬ 
cept conventional chemistry." 

On March 23. Utah professor 
B. Stanley Pons and Martin Fleis- 
chmann of England's University 
of Southampton, reported they 
bad achieved nuclear fusion using 
a table top experiment at room 
temperatures. 

Pons claimed Fusion reactions 
taken place in a electroche- 



The device used two elec¬ 
trodes. one made of platinum and 
one of palladium, that were im¬ 
mersed in a flash of deuterium 
oxide, or heavy water. 

He said that when electrical 
current was applied to the elec¬ 
trodes, nuclei of deuterium were 
forced into the metal structure of 
the palladium. Eventually, he 
said, the nuclei were forced so 
dose together that they fused. 

When (he fusion occurred. 
Pons said, the device produced 
four times more heat than was . 
required to operate the experi¬ 
ment. He later said the ratio of. 
heat produced to heat expended 
could be up to 8-to-l. 

Lewis said he and a group of 
other Caltech scientists, including 
physrist Charles Barnes, devoted 
weeks to a series of careftrily 
measured experiments in aa 
effort to confirm the Utah findings. 

But he said every effort came 
up negative. 

Fleischmann had agreed to 
attend the meeting but cancelled 
last week, saying he was overex¬ 
tended. - 

“We have seen no evidence 
tsoever for nuclear reactions 


or even for unusual chemical 
reactions." Lewis told the physi¬ 
cists in prepared remarks. 

Earlier Monday, researchers at 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) disputed a key 
element 6f the Pons-Fleischma- 
nan claim, but did not role out 
that some kind of fusion had 
taken place. 

Ronald Parker, director of 
MIT's plasma fusion centre, said 
the analysis suggested that the 
data supporting the claim “may 
have been misinterpreted.’' ‘ 

Scientists have theorised for 
decades that fusion, the process 
of fusing two atdms together, 
could produce energy to. serve all 
the world's needs with sea water. 

However, it has 'long been 
thought that fusion can only be 
achieved at temperatures 
approaching those found on*’ the' 
surface of the sun. 

Pons and Fleischmann said ‘in 
March they bod achieved friaon 
at room temperature.in an expert . 
meat they set up -in a basement: 
Since then scientists around-the 
world have been, racing to repro¬ 
duce the experiment With'mstpd 
results. 



Mountain bicycles 
help fight crime' 


SEATTLE (AP) — Police offic¬ 
ers in the American west are 
takin g to the streets on mountain 
bicycles to combat crime. “We’ve 
found (bicycles) to be quite the 
urban crime fighter," said officer 
Paul Grady. Grady and.his part¬ 
ner, Pete Rossen. pioneered the 
use of bikes two years ago. As of 
June 1, Grady said 20 Seattle- 
officers will be on two-wheelers 
rather than behind the wheel of a' 
patrol car. “You see (criminals)' 
at the end of an alley, and they, 
disappear before you can always 
get to them. We thought of using 
a bikes when it seemed there just 
bgd to be a way to get. at them 
faster,” Grady said. “And on a 
bike, criminals don’t know when 
or where you might appear on 
your beat.” Others apparently 
agree. Some police departments 
in California, Texas. Washington 
State and Victoria, British Col¬ 
umbia, have started their own 
bike detachments. The idea is a 
money-saver in Seattle. The start¬ 
up cost is about $1,000 per offic¬ 
er, and equipping Seattle’s 20- 
man unit cost less than two squad 
cars, Grady said. Paul Wooten of 
the Tacoma, Washington, police 
said his department plans to put 
two officers on bicycles in the 
downtown area later in Mav. 


bi 


Multiple puppy love 
hits Mrs. Bush 


NEW YORK (AP) -r- U.S. First 
Lady Barbara Bush has been' 
smitted by six cases of puppy 
love. That's how many puppies 
that firat dog Millie gave birth to 
about a month ago. “I have not - 
named the puppies.” Mrs. Bush 
wrote in this month's Life maga¬ 
zine. “I know them intimately, 
but 1 don’t wapt to give them 
names and get attached because I 
want everyone who gets one to 
name- his or her puppy." The . 
English Springer Spaniel is a dog 
without bad habits, the first lady* 
notes. “I never had a girl dog 
before.. I had boy dogs all my- 1 
married life. George'loves Millie. ■ 
but she is attached to me,” Mrs. 
Bush says. “She gets White 
House table scraps when the 
president slips them to her. He 
gives her showers — how else do 
you wash your dog? Every week 
or two, we climb right in the 
shower with our dog.” Gean or - 
not, there won't be any more 
puppies during the Bush tenure at 
the White House. "She won’t 
have any more puppies, not be¬ 
cause or her age (she's only 3), 
but because I think you can ask a 
household to do this only once. I t 
would like more if I lived private¬ 
ly.” Mrs. Bush said. 


Rush on for ‘WHO/ 
concert 


NEW YORK (AP) — The smell 
of marijuana wafted through the 
air, and plenty of iced beer was 
on hand as about 2,000 people 
lined up to buy tickets for the 
WHO’s reunion concert. During ' 
the weekend, some fans huddled 
under small tents, braved rain 
and chilly temperatures outside' 
Radio City Music Hall for a shot 
at the tickets, priced from $75 to 
$2,000. Amy Yankowitz, a legal 
secretary, claimed the first spot in 
line by getting there Friday night. 
She slept through rain, chased 
scalpers away from her spot and 
then learned that the tickets were 
goint to be issued by lottery. 
Promoters allowed those in line 
to draw a bracelet from a box. 
The bracelets, numbered from I 
to 500, -allowed the bearer to 
return 'Monday morning and 
claim a place in line according to 
the number drawn. Each person 
is limited to two tickets. The 
British rock band will be per¬ 
forating its rock opera “Tommy" 
in its entirety for the first time in 
17 years. “Is it worth it? Yeah, I 
worship this band ” said Yank¬ 
owitz. who saw the WHO per¬ 
form - at Shea Stadium in - the 
group's farewell tour in 1982. ■ 
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